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Psalm 56:3 


“What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee. 


(The Answer of Holy Scripture to Our Fears) 


“What time I am afraid,” 

(And fear oft grips my heart) 
The Lord’s my Help, my Shade; 
He bids my fears depart. 

“T will trust in Thee.” 


“What time I am afraid” 

Of sin; in mercy mild 

My Christ the ransom paid 

And made me God’s own child. 
“I will trust in Thee.” 


“What time I am afraid” 
Of pain, ill health, or grief, 
Sufficient grace is made 

My God’s prescribed relief, 
“T will trust in Thee.” 


“What time I am afraid” 
Of war, or gloom, or night, 
Or cross at my door laid, 


My Christ’s this dark world’s Light. 


“T will trust in Thee.” 


“What time I am afraid” 

Of life’s frustrations rife, 

The Savior to me said: 

“The Way am I, Truth, Life.” 
“¥ will trust in Thee.” 


“What time I am afraid” 

Of losing mind, oft weep — 
Whose mind on God is stayed 
In perfect peace He'll keep. 

“T will trust in Thee.” 


“What time I am afraid,” 
Alone, shut in, infirm, 

Ill never be dismayed; 
God’s love will | affirm. 
“J will trust in Thee.” 


“What time I am afraid” 

Of death, the final foe, 

In Christ, though I were dead, 
The grave with life will glow. 
“I will trust in Thee.” 


“What time I am afraid” — 
My soul, fear not, be calm! 
The Lord’s thy Light, thy Aid, 
Salvation is thy balm. 

“T will trust in Thee.” 


Psalm 121:2,5: My help cometh fre 
the Lord, which made heaven a1 
earth. ... The Lord is thy Shade up 
thy right hand. 

Joshua 1:9: Be not afraid. 


Romans 8:1, 16: There is therefore nc 
no condemnation to them which a 
nin (Chivaisyt JESUS, The Spirit its 
beareth witness with our spirit that 5 
are the children of God. 


2 Corinthians 12:9: My grace is suf 
cient for thee, for My strength is ma 
perfect in weakness. 


John 8:12: I am the Light of the wor! 
he that followeth Me shall not walk 
darkness but shall have the light of li 


John 14:6: I am the Way, the Trut 
and the Life. 

John 10:10: I am come that they mig 
have life and that they might have 
more abundantly. 


Isaiah 26:3: Thou wilt keep him in ps 
fect peace whose mind is stayed 
Thee, because he trusteth in Thee. 


Isaiah 43:1: Fear not, for I have | 
deemed thee, I have called thee by t 
name; thou art Mine. 

Isaiah 46:4: Even to hoar hairs y 
I carry you. 


John 11:25: He that believeth in N 
though he were dead, yet shall he li 
1 Corinthians 15:55, 57: O grave, whe 
is thy victory? ... Thanks be to Gx 
which giveth us the victory. 


Psalm 27:1: The Lord is my Light a 
my Salvation; whom shall I fear? 1 
Lord is the Strength of my life; 
whom shall I be afraid? 


THEODORE W. BRU 
Worcester, Mass. — 


‘ News of the Church in the World 


) 


‘Non-Lutheran Day Schools 
Outnumber Lutheran 


Of 3,349 Protestant Christian day 
chools in North America, 1,762, or 
2.6%, are non-Lutheran, according to 
959—60 statistics compiled by Dr. 
Villiam A. Kramer, Synod’s Associate 
ecretary of Schools. 

On the basis of enrollment, however, 
e 1,587 Lutheran schools outnumber 
e non-Lutheran, 173,474 to 121,949. 
Seventh-day Adventists are far in the 
ad among non-Lutherans, with 1,054 
schools. Total Adventist school enroll- 
ent, however — 42,382 — is not 
uch larger than the 38,041 figure for 
1 schools in the National Union of 
hristian Schools. 

Non-Lutheran schools have gained 
net of 87 since last year, compared 
ith a gain of 19 for Lutheran schools. 
The Missouri Synod (North America 
ly) has 1,284 schools, a net gain of 
; 144,240 pupils, a gain of 5,902; 
d 2,152 men (gain: 109) and 2,889 
omen (gain: 153) teachers, for a to- 
1 of 5,041. The total includes teach- 
s of all classifications: students, pas- 
TS, emergency, etc. 

In number of schools and enrollment 
e Northern Illinois District again 
ds with 115 and 17,078. Michigan 
second with 112 and 16,477. Other 
iders are Central (108 and 14,592), 
estern (110 and 12,712), and South 
isconsin (63 and 10,463). 

Largest enrollment gains were re- 
rted by Michigan (749), Minnesota 
71), and Central (459). 

Including the South American Dis- 
cts, figures show 1,435 _ schools, 
2,100 pupils, and 5,266 teachers in 
Missouri Synod. 


Texas Pastors Oppose 
Legalized Gambling 


A conference of about 50 Missouri 
nod pastors from Houston, Galves- 
1, and the Golden-Triangle area, 
eting at Houston Sept. 23, drafted 
tatement in opposition to attempts to 
alize bingo and other games of 
ance in Texas. 

According to the Trinity edition of 
Houston Times, Oct. 2, the state- 
nt reads as follows: 
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1. Lutherans view the issue of gam- 
bling in the light of the Christian faith 
which confesses that Christ gave His 
life for the sins of the world and teaches 
us to live new lives in conformity with 
God’s will. This simple fact must guide 
all judgment about moral and _ social 
problems. 


2. In the past the Texas Legislature 
has shown great discretion in outlawing 
gambling and bingo for material gain. 
It is our prayer that it will show the 
same discretion in the future. 


3. Gambling, games of chance and 
bingo for material profit, is against the 
best interests of our citizens. It thrives 
on the idea that you can get something 
for nothing... . 


4, Bingo, when played for material 

gain, can open the doors to greater evils. 
Any form of gambling attracts hoodlum 
elements when it achieves lucrative pro- 
portions. 
5. Bingo for charitable purposes . . . 
supports the notion that the end justifies 
the means. Hence it weakens the moral 
fiber of our people. 

6. Charitable and benevolent organi- 
zations make consideration for the 
neighbor’s welfare of first importance; 
compassion for others is the only noble 
motive for supporting charitable under- 
takings. 

7. Churches, in planning for their 
financial support, should rather empha- 
size the correct motive for sacrificial 
giving, which is love to the Savior, who 
gave Himself for all. 


For these reasons Christians oppose 
all gambling. — Texas Messenger 


CUT BIRTHDAY CAKE FOR 
» THISMS: THESEIFES: 


“Buffalo Bob’’ Smith of ‘Howdy Doody’”’ tele- 
vision fame joins Dr. Herman W. Gockel in 
sampling a cake to celebrate the eighth an- 
niversary of Synod's TY series “This Is the Life.” 

A popular children’s star, Smith was in 
Hollywood to film scenes in which he will ap- 
pear in a serious adult role in “This Is the 
Life’’ episodes to be released in the fall of 
1960. This is a contribution to his church, 
which produces the TY series. 


Dr. Gockel, religious director of the series, 
asked Smith to share in the eighth-anniversary 
observance in recognition of the wholesome 
nature of his ‘‘Howdy Doody”’ program. 
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Australian Lutherans Vote 
Fellowship with ALC 


The United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Australia, at its 13th trien- 
nial convention, officially declared altar 
and pulpit fellowship with the American 
Lutheran Church. 

The reciprocal relationship was re- 
quested by the ALC in a petition. 
adopted at its 1958 convention. His- 
torically the ALC and UELCA have 
had an unofficial fraternal relationship 
that had never been formally declared. 


The UELCA also renewed its offer 
of altar and pulpit fellowship to the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Aus- 
tralia, which is affiliated with the Mis- 
souri Synod. 

Chief point at issue between the 
intersynodical committees engaged in 
the Australian merger discussions is that 
of co-operation with other churches 
and international church agencies, 
among them the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration and the World Council of 
Churches. 

The ELCA has implied that union 
can take place only if the UELCA 
withdraws from co-operative mission- 
ary work in New Guinea, resigns from 
the LWF, defines its attitude toward the 
WCC, and admits that its partners in 
the New Guinea Lutheran mission tol- 
erate false doctrine and false teachers 
and belong to unionistic organizations. 


News of the Church in the World 


Edward F. Herthum (left) and Pastor 
Boriack look at spot on globe where 
used Continental car helped pay for 
two Lutheran school buses. 


Cash from °58 Continental 
Buys Buses for School 
In Caracas, Venezuela 


A 1958 Continental car stored in 
New York City and belonging to a Ro- 
man Catholic businessman-inventor in 
Venezuela was converted into cash by 
a Rome, N. Y., Lutheran to provide the 
down payment for two new school 
buses for Concordia Lutheran School, 
some 3,000 miles away in Caracas, 
Venezuela. 

The unidentified businessman was so 
impressed by the work carried on at 
Concordia School that, hearing of the 
school’s need for new buses, he decided 
to donate his car to be converted into 
cash for that purpose. 

So when Pastor Robert Huebner of 
Caracas, director of the school, was 
about to leave for the States, he was 
asked to “drop by” at the man’s busi- 
ness office in Caracas. There he found 
papers, all prepared, transferring the 
car to him. 

_ On his arrival by plane in New York 
Pastor Huebner drove the car to Saint 
Louis, where the Board for Missions in 
North and South America approved the 
purchase of the school buses — pro- 
vided the auto could be converted into 
cash for the down payment. 

Pastor Huebner then tried to sell the 
car in St. Louis, Chicago, and Fort 
Wayne, but in vain. 

Then in Rome, N. Y., he told his 
father-in-law, Pastor Paul A. Boriack 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church, about 
his problem. Pastor Boriack introduced 
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him to Edward F. Herthum, member of 
the congregation and owner of the 
Herthum & Patterson used-car agency. 
To make a long story short, the car 
was left with him and in time, through 
successive trade-ins, was converted in- 
to more than $4,000 cash, without 
Mr. Herthum taking any profit. 
Result: Concordia School, Caracas, 
with the cash from the Continental and 
a loan from the Mission Board is get- 
ting its two new 60-passenger buses. 


Where Washington Slept 
Now Lutheran Chapel 


The 200-year-old Stage Coach Inn 
at Dumfries, Va., where George Wash- 
ington is reputed to have slept while 
traveling the old Stage Line, has been 
leased to a new Lutheran mission. 

The two-story brick structure, used 
primarily as an inn through the years, 
is still solid and in good repair. The 
first floor has been renovated and 
adapted for services with an inviting 
worship center. The congregation is 
already using seven of the 15 rooms 
in the building. 

This part of Virginia was at one time 
a large tobacco-growing area, but use 
of the land for this purpose has long 
ceased. The large Quantico Marine 
Corps School is near by. Residential 
and business areas have built up, with 
metropolitan Washington, D. C., begin- 
ning to reach down into the section. 
The mission will thus be serving both 
civilian and military personnel. 

Rev. E. Fred Vonderlage presently 
shepherds the mission under the spon- 
sorship of the Southeastern District 
Mission Board. 
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Stage Coach Inn, Dumfries, Va. 


District Superintendents 
Meet at Austin, Texas 


State requirements in education tend 
to “alert congregations, teachers, and 
schools to improvements and_ higher 
standards.” 

This was the conclusion reached by 
Arthur L. Amt at the meeting of Dis- 
trict executives of parish education in 
Austin, Tex., Dec. 1—4. 

Mr. Amt, “who is Superintendent off 
Education for the Central District, 
drew his conclusion on the basis off 
a survey he had made of the relation- 
ship of the District Board of Education 
to the state department of education, 
particularly with reference to the cer- 
tification of schools and teachers. | 

The major problem before the con- 
ference was the formulation of a long. 
desired “Handbook for District Super 
intendents and Boards of Education.”) 

Under the direction of Dr. Williai 
A. Kramer, Synod’s Associate Secret 
of Schools, three groups struggled with 
the task of formulating guidelines andi 
policies for: (1) District Boards 
Christian Education (Dr. Arthur E 
Wittmer, leader), (2) the office of Dit 
trict Superintendent (Leonard J. Dier. 
ker), and (3) the financial support i 
day schools (Dr. E. E. Yunghans). 

Adolph H. Kramer, Superintendent) 
of Christian Education of the Northerni 
Illinois District, chairman of the con 
ference, stated that the findings of this} 
workshop would be made available to 
District Boards of Parish Education for} 
study and possible revision before be- 
coming a part of the handbook, which’ 
may eventually also include suggested) 
policies on school enrollment, church- 
state relationships in education, etc. | 
4 
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Edward J. Keuer, Parish Education 
yunselor of the Texas District, served 
host for the conference with the 
Operation of Concordia College and 
Paul Lutheran Church, who made 
sir facilities available. 


Pallmeyer Is New Editor 
Of “My Devotions” 


Rev. Paul H. Pallmeyer of Hartford, 
yn., has taken up his duties as ed- 
r of My Devotions, popular monthly 
blication of daily devotional readings 
r young Christians. 

The only magazine of its kind in 
merica, My Devotions is published by 
ycordia Publishing House under the 
auspices of Synod’s 
Literature Board and 
the Board of Parish 
Education. 

Before serving as 
pastor wot) ~ Christ 
Church, Hartford, 
Pastor Pallmeyer was 
a missionary in Japan 
for five years. He at- 
tended Concordia 
Collegiate _ Institute, 
Bronxville, N. Y., and 
eived his B.D. from Concordia 
inary, st. Louis, in 1951. 

Mrs. Pallmeyer is the former Ruth 
arie Schrieber of St. Louis. The cou- 
> has five children. 

he new editor succeeds Dr. Allan 
rt Jahsmann, who has become Gen- 
ul Secretary of Sunday Schools for 
e Lutheran Church — Missouri 
nod. As an editorial associate of the 
ard of Parish Education, the new 
tor will also assist in other editorial 


resno Church Aids 
entally Retarded 


Our Savior Lutheran Church, Fresno, 
lif., on the second anniversary of its 
sses for the mentally handicapped, 
ns to begin a program of religious 
ruction also for the blind and the 
af. 

Details of these classes have not yet 
bn worked out, says Pastor Alfred F. 
Imer, but the program is high among 
church’s future projects. 

ifteen mentally retarded students, 
ging in age from 10 to 40, presently 
et each Saturday morning at the 
rch for religious education sessions 
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News of the Church in the World 7 
@ 


LONG-TIME TEACHERS were honored at the Nov. 21 banquet of Grace Sunda 

School, St. Louis. Front, from left: Mrs. Grace Burg, 27 Sehre ips Mere Bae 
gee, 25; Mrs. Sterling Bresch, 25; Mrs. Estelle Frisch, 30. Back: Pastor Gerhardt 
E. Nitz, 25; John Nolde, 29; Ralph Schierbecker, 25; Harry Eyre, 25; Sterling 
Bresch, 30; Ralph Mittenzwey, 30; Arnold Rauscher, 32; G. H. Louis Marting, 38; 
Alfred Beyer, general superintendent, who presented certificates of appreciation. 
Not present for the picture were Mrs. Ralph Mittenzwey, 31 years, and Mrs. Harry 


Mittenzwey, 26 years. 


similar to those conducted the next day 
for normal children of the congregation. 

The classes are nondenominational. 
Teachers say the mentally retarded are 
able to grasp the church lessons through 
repetition of a story by various methods, 
such as filmstrips, movies, and other 
teaching aids. 

Families are frequently surprised 
when their handicapped members show 
their religious training by quoting Bible 
passages, singing songs, or showing re- 
ligious pictures. 


Trinity, Des Moines, Aids 
Daughter Congregations 


Trinity Church, Des Moines, Iowa, 
through its pastor, Rev. Paul G. Ste- 
phan, on Dec. 6 presented a check for 
$1,800 to Pastor Carl Lueders for his 
mission congregation, Peace Lutheran, 
a “daughter” of Trinity. Thirty-five 
members of Trinity have transferred to 
become charter members of Peace. 

This is practically a repetition of 
Trinity’s action in 1953 for Our Savior 
Church and in 1954 for Mount Olive 
Church, each of which was given 
$1,800, plus additional gifts from Trin- 
ity’s organizations, along with a num- 
ber of members as a nucleus. 

And it will be repeated again when 
a fourth mission becomes established 
within the next year or so in still an- 
other section of the city. 

“Under God’s guidance and _bless- 
ing,” says Loren Dorr, chairman of 
Trinity’s building committee, “Trinity 
Congregation hopes that in the not-too- 
far-distant future it will be able to erect 
the second unit of its own building pro- 
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gram. A newer and bigger church plant 
will be built to accommodate its own 
missionary expansion program and to 
take care of the pressing problems of 
its Sunday school and youth program.” 


Hoyleton, Ill., Man Named 
Postmaster of the Year 


Postmaster Paul H. Sachtleben of 
Hoyleton, Ill., member of Trinity Lu- 
theran Church there, was recently 
named National Postmaster of the Year 
by the National League of Postmasters. 
The award was made at the league’s 
convention in Memphis, Tenn. 

Named earlier as [linois postmaster 
of the year, Sachtleben was selected in 
the national competition on the basis of 
efficiency, citizenship, leadership, and 
league activities. Active in the national 
league since becoming Hoyleton post- 
master in 1934, he was president of the 
state organization for three years and 
also served several terms as member of 
the national board. 

Mr. Sachtleben is also widely known 
in the Southern Illinois District for his 
work as Lutheran Hour representative. 
He is also an active member of Trinity 
Congregation and is presently serving 
as Sunday school superintendent, hay- 
ing been a teacher since the Sunday 
school was organized. 

A letter from District President 
Alfred Buls stated in part: “Your 
recent award as Postmaster of the Year 
deserves special attention. There is no 
doubt in my mind that your sincere 
Christian faith contributed to your rec- 
ognition.” — Southern Illinois District 
Edition. 


CO 


St. John’s Lutheran Church, Height of Land, near Frazee, Minn., erected in 1925, is 


frequently photographed by camera clubs and tourists. 


Eternal Father, Lord of time, 

Be at our side this coming year. 

Be Thou our Light in evil days, 

And with Thy saving strength appear! 


Attend us through each wintry blast, 
When trial’s heavy clouds descend, 

And through Thy Son our guilt remove, 
And blessings with our crosses blend. 


In spring, when sleeping nature wakes, 
With varied lessons of Thy power, 

It trumpets forth to mortal man 

Thy praise in weighted branch and bower, 


Mid summer’s heat and racing storm, 
Oh, spread a canopy of care 

O’er all Thy weary, scattered flock, 
And keep their souls above despair! 


As autumn shadows call to mind 

The limit of our pilgrimage, 

Then speak once more Thy pledge of love, 
Unaltered, Christ, from age to age! 


WALDEMAR B. STREUFERT 
Mount Prospect, Ill. 
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Hail to The Word 
(St. John averred, 
And yet heard) 
Made Flesh. 


Hail the God-Man, 
Whom shepherds ran 
To see, the Time-Span 
Now at hand. 


Hail to the Infant Christ: 
The Spirit-fathered Lord of Life, 
First-born of Joseph’s virgin wife 
In the travail of history. 


Hail Time, swallowed by eternity: 
Birth of I Am, Death of Not to Be, 
The Lamb of God’s Epiphany 
In death's dark night. 


Hail to the Blessed Savior, 
Who comes to make His manger 
In our hearts. Yes, stranger 
Than fiction, yet Incarnate Fact. 


DAVID W. Lotz 


Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 
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VIGRANT 


n North Dakota 


y RUDOLPH BLANK 


With their pots and pans and small 
ildren packed into automobiles, 
ucks, and trailers, thousands of mi- 
ant laborers from southern Texas 
yur into North Dakota each May. 
These laborers represent one of the 
west rungs on the American socio- 
Onomic ladder. Although the migrant 
well paid for his work in the North 
akota sugar-beet fields, he must make 
S earnings last over the long winter 
onths. His limited knowledge of Eng- 
h and his scanty education hinder him 
finding more stable employment. 
nus the migrant with his ofttimes 
ge family is consigned to a nomadic 
e, which in turn retards the educa- 
nal and social advancement of his 
ildren. 
Spiritually the average migrant is as 
Or as he is economically. Though 
will often claim membership in the 
man Catholic Church, he usually has 
le, if any, saving knowledge of the 
rd Jesus Christ. The one thing the 
grant has retained from his religious 
ckground is a suspicion and fear of 
Protestant churches — heightened 
experiences of racial prejudice on 
part of so-called Protestant Chris- 
ns in the North and in the South. 


Realizing these facts, Lutheran pas- 
s and laymen in North Dakota regard 

migrant worker and his family as 
ssion prospects who cannot be over- 
ked. A Red River Valley migrant 
ssion sponsored by the various Lu- 
eran synods of North Dakota and 


innesota has existed since 1956. 
pw, however, the Missouri Synod 
ngregations have put a Spanish- 


eaking missionary into the field. 

The migrant mission is not a “one- 
in show,” operating out of one mis- 
yn station or out of one store-front 
apel. Individual Lutheran congrega- 
ns and farmhouses become the mis- 
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Vacation Bible school at Inkster, N. Dak. 


sion stations, and individual church 
members become the missionaries. The 
Spanish-speaking missionary aids, en- 
courages, and trains the local congrega- 
tion to bring Christ to the migrants in 
their vicinity. 

An example of the mission at work 
is the congregation of Pastor William 
E. Friedrich, English Lutheran at Ink- 
ster, N. Dak. Members visit the homes 
of the migrant workers with the mis- 
sionary. They tell them of their faith 
in Christ and invite them to services, 
VBS, Walther League, Sunday school, 
and cottage meetings. The Sunday 
school children bring VBS materials and 
explain them to the children. Since the 
migrants, accustomed to finding prej- 
udice in “white” schools and churches, 
are afraid to come to church for the 
first time themselves, members of the 
congregation arrange to bring them. 


At Inkster, where 15 Mexican and 
five Negro children attended vacation 
Bible school, the migrants learned that 
there is no color bar with Christ. The 
visitors from the South were warmly 
accepted by both the children and the 
adults of the congregation. 

Because 90 per cent of the migrants 
return to work for the same farmer each 
summer, it is possible to plan a long- 
range evangelistic program. A most 
effective arm of this program is a special 
radio ministry in Spanish for the mi- 
grants. Christ-centered radio messages 
have reached more than half of the mi- 
grant population, thereby preparing the 
way for the missionary. 

Large turnouts of migrants have also 
been attracted to cottage meetings 
where the Gospel message was pre- 
sented through filmstrips, movies, and 
records. A pastor or layman who has 
no knowledge of the Spanish language 
can make an effective witness to Christ 
through visual aids. 
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Special bilingual rallies have also 
proved effective. The Lutheran farmer 
invites his Spanish-speaking employees 
to a rally in the town hall. Employer 
and employee go together and sit to- 
gether. Hymns and prayers are offered 
in two languages at the same time. 
Object lessons for the children are given 
in both languages. After a brief sermon 
comes a fellowship period, during which 
the migrants mingle with their new Lu- 
theran neighbors and friends. The wit- 
ness of the Word is cemented by the 
witness of Christian love and fellowship. 


As the migrants leave North Dakota 
to return to their homes in the South 
or to seek other employment elsewhere, 
they are not forgotten. Prospects are 
referred to Lutheran churches in Texas 
so that follow-up evangelism can keep 
the migrant in contact with the church. 

In sponsoring a migrant mission the 
North Dakota District and the North 
Dakota LWML have laid important 
groundwork. But there is still much 
more to be done. Wherever there is 
a vegetable crop or a construction proj- 
ect, the shacks of the migrant worker 
dot the countryside. The nation’s in- 
dustrial cities are bulging with the 
influx of new migrants: Mexicans, 
Negroes, and American Indians. 

These strangers and pilgrims in our 
midst constitute a mission field that has 
pitched its tents on our doorsteps. In- 
difference or prejudice dare not deafen 
our ears to the Master, who calls: 
“These, too, are My sheep; feed them.” 

The mobility of the migrant has 
weaned him away from the nonmobile 
institutional church. To win him back, 
our congregation-centered churches 
must adapt themselves to meet the 
needs of the sojourner, remembering 
that the Word of God was first revealed 
to some Asiatic migrants. And we, too, 
are strangers and pilgrims on earth. 


A Aew Vear’s Text 


Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go 
into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and 
get gain’, whereas you do not know about tomorrow. What is 
your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and 
then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we 
shall live and we shall do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your 


arrogance. All such boasting is evil. Whoever knows what is right 
to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 


James 4:13-17 


} 


dh BIBLICAL PHRASE, “If the Lor 
wills,’ should be our watchword i 
the new year 1960. Unfortunately 
has largely dropped out of our vocat 
ulary. Most of us probably hear it onl 
when we hear -Arthur Godfrey’s quain 
“Be the good Lord willin’! ” 


Our forefathers used this expressio 
much more frequently than we do. I 
referring to their future plans and ven 
tures, they always said and wrote: -“T 
God so wills,” or simply: “God willing 
— we will do so and so. 


It would be well, particularly in viev 
of the great uncertainty of present-day 
living, for us Christians to revive botl 
the thought and the phrase, restorin; 
the latter to our everyday speech. 


It means, of course, planning every 
thing with God, not leaving God out o 
any of our counsels and deliberations 


THE FOLLY OF PLANNING 
WITHOUT GOD 


In setting forth the folly which for. 
gets God, St. James uses the picture ol 
merchants, or businessmen, engaged ir 
their pursuits. But this folly is by n¢ 
means restricted to any one class 01 
profession. All kinds of people plan 
all sorts of activities, just as these m Sr 
chants planned their traveling and 
trading — without God. 


“You Do Not Know About Tomorrow’ 


The apostle assumes that in every 
congregation or group of Christians 
there are some people who are inclined 
to forget God in their business dealings 
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and daily life plans generally. |! 


All these he takes to task, even as he 
does the traveling merchants in our 
text, saying to them: “Come now, you 
who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will 
go into such and such a town and spend 
a year there and trade and get gain’ 
whereas sou do not know about e 
morrow.’ 


d 


You are so very sure of yourselves, 
so very self-reliant, so very self-confi- 
dent. There are no further ifs or buts 
about it. Life, health, strength, and a 
thousand other favorable conditions $0 
basic and essential to all progress you 
simply take for granted. 


ri 


“Do Not Boast About Tomorrow” 


Much, much may happen in a yeaf, 
a month, a week, or even a day, but all 
such possibilities you overlook or brush 
aside. You plan confidently a whole 
year ahead and are not even sure of to- 
morrow. “Do not boast about tomor 
row, for you do not know what a day 
may bring forth.” (Proverbs 27:1) 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE! 


Think of the prosperous farmer in 
1¢ Gospel, also called “the rich fool.” 
le confidently counted on many more 
cars to come. But the very night when 
© was busily engaged in planning the 
uilding of much bigger barns his soul 
‘as required of him. (Luke 12:16-21) 


eVianareismy our Life?” 


St. James has the uncertainty of hu- 
ian life in mind, for he at once adds: 
What is your life? For you are a mist 
lat appears for a little time and then 
anishes.”’ 

The Bible uses many other similar 
rms of comparison to indicate and 
mphasize the impermanent nature of 
aman life. It is “as grass,” “as a 
ower of the field,” “as a shadow,” “as 
Sleep, as a dream, “as a breath.” 


The illustration here is even stronger. 
ot merely your life but you yourself 
re a mist, a vapor, almost immediately 
spelled. You “appear,” you are real; 
for a little time,” a brief instant; and 
en you “vanish,” you are gone. 

What an impressive but startling pic- 
ire of ourselves! Not one among us 
10ows whether he will live through the 
sw year 1960 or even through any 
ynsiderable part of it. Think of all the 
any dear ones with us last year at this 
me, no longer among the living. 


“Lord, let me know my end and what 
the measure of my days; let me know 
bw fleeting my life is! Behold, Thou 
ast made my days a few handbreadths, 
id my lifetime is as nothing in Thy 
ght. Surely every man stands as a 
ere breath! Surely man goes about as 
shadow! Surely for nought are they 
turmoil; man heaps up and knows 
3t who will gather!” (Psalm 39:4, 5) 


THE WISDOM OF PLANNING 
WITH GOD 


“Instead you ought to say, ‘If the 
ord wills, we shall live and we shall do 
is or that.’ ” 

Our life and our every movement de- 
nd on God’s will. “My times are in 
ny hand,” says the psalmist (Psalm 
+15). “Without your Father’s will 
yt a sparrow will fall to the ground” 
yr a hair from your head, says Jesus. 
Viatthew 10:29, 30) 


How Do the Apostles Speak? 


Paul will return to Ephesus “if God 
is” (Acts 18:21). “I will come to 
uu soon if the Lord wills,’ he tells 
e Corinthians (1 Corinthians 4:19). 
hope to spend some time with you if 
e Lord permits” (1 Corinthians 16:7). 
und this we will do if God permits” 
{ebrews 6:3). See also Romans 1:10; 
lilippians 2:24. 
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“In Him We Live and Move and 
Have Our Being” 


If the Lord wills, we shall first of 
all live. This the foolish merchants had 
entirely overlooked and taken for 
granted. Every intelligent Christian 
knows that he cannot even live, to say 
nothing of carrying out any special 
undertakings, without God’s willing it. 
But with this condition adjoined, we 
Christians can and should be very con- 
fident in our assertions. If the Lord 
wills, we shall live. If the Lord wills, 
we shall do this or that. 


“You Boast in Your Arrogance” 


“As it is, you boast in your arrogance. 
All such boasting is evil.” 
Unconditional planning without God, 
as though all depended on you and you 
alone, the apostle calls “arrogance,” 


MY NEW YEAR’S DAY 
RESOLUTION 


With God’s help I will be faithful 
in the performance of my various 
duties. I will do what my hands find 
to do, performing with diligence and 
zeal all that the Lord would have me 
do. I will not be arrogant and boast- 
ful about my past accomplishments, 
nor wili I be pretentious about my 
future successes. I will ever say “if 
the Lord wills” and “as God wills,” 
letting God’s will guide and de- 
termine my every endeavor. I will 
always pray, as Christ our Lord 
taught me to pray: “Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven.” In 
Jesus’ name! Amen. 


false and pretentious. Yes, you even 
“boast” in your arrogance! 

Counting on yourselves, your abil- 
ity, your experience, your skill, you 
give loud utterance to your lofty am- 
bitions. Your previous successes have 
made you heady, cocksure of your- 
selves, and so you go on with new plans, 
absolutely certain of even greater 
successes. 


“All Such Boasting Is Evil” 


This arrogance and boastfulness is 
offensive to God, who certainly cannot 
bless your undertakings but must visit 
His displeasure on such haughty boast- 
ing, even though outwardly you attain 
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a measure of success. It is most hurtful 
for you to harbor such foolish ideas and 
to take satisfaction in expressing them. 


But you may plead that by speaking 
as you do you do not really mean to 
ignore God and His providences in your 
lives. You may claim that you merely 
omitted to mention what in reality you 
know, namely, that all your lives and 
plans are in the hands of God. 


Knowing What Is Right but Failing 
i IDXO) The Thy Sua 


St. James meets you on this point, 
saying: “Whoever knows what is right 
(© Go sinc tats 1 CO We jer lnwan i 
is sin.” 

The apostle here states a general rule 
and applies it to the case in hand, 
reasoning thus: Surely every man must 
know that God is over him, governing 
and controlling his life. If, then, in his 
thinking and planning he fails to take 
note of this, he is committing a grave 
sin of omission. And if in order to ex- 
cuse himself he admits that he knows 
what he yet fails to take proper account 
of in his plans, his very excuse becomes 
his own condemnation. For to know 
good and yet not to do it is beyond 
question sin. 


“Tf the Lord Wills” 


May this Biblical expression be not 
only the watchword on your lips but 
also the motto in your hearts, the 
thought ever in your minds, as you be- 
gin living the new year. 

May it be so in your personal lives 
as you take your every endeavor to the 
Lord in prayer, imploring His guidance, 
asking His blessing. Be always aware 
of the fact that “The best-laid schemes 
o’ mice an’ men Gang aft a-gley,” that 
while “man proposes, God disposes.” 
If you must commit your eternal wel- 
fare to the hands of God, how could 
you think of withholding from Him the 
guidance of your poor earthly lives? 


With the Lord begin thy task, 
Jesus will direct it; 

For His aid and counsel ask, 
Jesus will perfect it.... 


If thy task be thus begun 
With the Savior’s blessing, 
Safely then thy course will run, 
Naught thy soul distressing. . . . 


Thus, Lord Jesus, every task 
Be to Thee commended; 

May Thy will be done, I ask, 
Until life is ended. 

Jesus, in Thy name begun 

Be each day’s endeavor; 

Grant that it may well be done 
To Thy praise forever. Amen. 


President 
Behnken 
Refutes 


“Sinister 


Charge” 


The following appeared in the 
Oct. 25, 1959, issue of Our Sunday 
Visitor, the national Catholic Action 
weekly, as part of the column “Father 
Ginder’s Views on Current Events — 
Right or Wrong.” 


The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod, with an estimated 
membership of 2,500,000, has pro- 
posed unity talks with The Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church, a newly 
federated combine of three Lu- 
theran faith organizations. 

Doctrinal purity is a prerequisite 
for unity, with the Synod’s 1932 
statement of doctrine as basic, i. e., 
that the entire Bible is the Word 
of God and that “the Papacy is 
anti-Christ.” 

The precise meaning of this last 
eludes us. But its very fuzziness 
must open a loophole for many a 
sincere Lutheran pastor, for clearly 
they are not saying that the Pope, 
our kindly old Pope John XXIII, 
is anti-Christ. But what is meant 
by “the Papacy”? Our monarchi- 
cal form of church government? — 
descent from St. Peter? 

At its best, the inference is made 
that we Catholics, and Pope John 
in particular, are in cahoots with 
the anti-Christ. But how? — by 
teaching and encouraging the ob- 
servance of the Ten Command- 
ments? — by running hospitals and 
orphanages? Or are there people 
in this enlightened 20th century 
of ours who still think of us as 
celebrating the Black Mass in our 
cellars and drinking the blood of 
fresh-killed infants? 

We would appreciate a little 
clarification of this sinister charge, 
imposed as an article of faith on 
our Lutheran neighbors. 
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Hard | 
Son 


November 10, 19598 
Father Ginder . 
Our Sunday Visitor, Inc. 
Huntington, Indiana 


DEAR FATHER GINDER: 

In answer to your request for “a little clarification” regarding 
what you have termed a “sinister charge imposed as an article 
of faith” on your “Lutheran neighbors” permit me to submit t e 
following information. I wish it were as modest in length as it I 
shy of pretension to settle the differences between Roman Catho- 
lics and Lutherans, once for all. 

First of all, let me say that we do accept and teach as truths 
of Scripture the two statements to which you apparently ta 
exception: (1) “The entire Bible is the Word of God,” and 
(2) “The Papacy is anti-Christ.” Neither of these teachings mak 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod as distinctive amo 
Lutherans as you seem to have supposed. 

You have not made clear what your objection is to the i 
statement: whether you are troubled by the reference to the “entire? 
Bible” or by the assertion that it is the authoritative “Word of} 
God.’ In either case, I can understand your discomfort, since | 
your church body includes noncanonical books of the Old Testa- 
ment among its Scriptures and accords the tradition of the church 
an authority similar to, or equal to, that of the New Testamen 
Because of this position the Roman Church has enabled the 
papacy to acquire authority to proclaim dogmas foreign to apos: 
tolic teaching and completely unfounded in Scripture. As examples 
I need cite only the dogmas of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Virgin Mary, the Infallibility of the Pope, and the Assumption oj 
the Virgin Mary, imposed as articles of faith on our Roman Cathe 
olic neighbors, to be believed on pain of damnation! 

It is precisely this papal authority (arrogated to itself during 
the course of history) to impose as articles of faith what are 
essentially the “doctrines of men” that causes us and many other 
Lutherans to accept and teach the scripturally based historical 
conclusion of the Smalcald Articles: “The Pope is the very Anti- 
christ, who has exalted himself above, and opposed himself against 
Christ, because he will not permit Christians to be saved witho 
his power, which, nevertheless, is nothing, and is neither ordaine¢ 
nor commanded by God. This is, properly speaking, to exalt him- 
self above all that is called God, as St. Paul says, 2 Thessa= 
lonians 2:4.” 

Among the marks which have caused Lutherans to identify the 
institution of the papacy (not the Roman Church and its people 
or the person of the pope!) with the Antichrist described by 
St. Paul in 2 Thessalonians as a “god sitting in the temple of 
God” are these: 

“he anathematizes the very heart of the Gospel of Christ, 

that is, the doctrine of the forgiveness of sins by grace 

alone, for Christ’s sake alone, through faith alone, without 
any merit or worthiness in man (Romans 3:20-28; Gala- 

HANS 2.16): 

“he recognizes only those as members of the Christian 

Church who bow to his authority.” 

(These clear statements are taken from the Brief State- 
ment, the precise meaning of which “eluded” you and the 
alleged “fuzziness” of which caused you no little concern.) 


The inference of your article that our teaching regarding the 
Papacy may be an obstacle to doctrinal unity talks between The 


(Continued on page 20) 


(610) THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


“Heal €he sick... and say 
unto them, The Kingdom 
Of Goo is Come nigh unto 


y) 
vO = (Luke 10:9) 


Patient at Bethesda Hospital, 
Ambur, India, is examined by 
Wolfgang F. Bulle, M. D., 
newly appointed Executive 
Secretary of Medical Missions. 


ME ICAL Missions 


Bee seciring that medical missions, an extremely 
ffective and highly desirable phase of the church’s 
york, needs the undivided attention of a qualified 
aedical person, Synod in 1956 authorized appointment 
f a full-time Executive Secretary of Medical Missions. 
_ Dr. Wolfgang F. Bulle, in accepting the appoint- 
nent, becomes a member of the secretarial staff of 
ynod’s various mission boards engaged in medical 
uissions. As Executive Secretary he — 
_ Directs and administers all medical mission work for 
1e various boards; 

Recruits, interviews, and approves medical personnel 
or appointment; 

Counsels and guides missionaries and boards con- 
erning health problems; 

Submits plans for the conduct and expansion of 
1edical mission work; 

Offers to various agencies within the church advice 
oncerning medical mission projects; 

Promotes interest and activity in medical missions 
mong church members, especially those in medicine; 

Constantly reviews the program, using the services 
nd experiences of the Lutheran Medical Mission Associ- 
tion and all other church-related medical organizations; 

Submits an annual budget to Synod’s Board of Direc- 
»rs for recommendation to the Fiscal Conference. 


Is there a parallel between this man beside. an 
Indian road and the story of the Good Samaritan? 


11 


3CEMBER 29, 1959 (611) 


An emergency operation at Ambur, India. 


he Board for World Missions is responsible for medical mission work in 
India, New Guinea, and the Philippines; the Board for Missions in North 
and South America, Guatemala; the Missionary Board of the Synodical 
Conference, Nigeria, West Africa. 


There is an urgent need for doctors and nurses who are 
willing to serve the Lord and the church in Nigeria, West Africa; 
Ambur, India; and Mambisanda, New Guinea. 


An inquiry to the Medical Mission Council, 210 N. Broadway, 
St. Louis 2, Mo., will bring more information. 


The Wheat Ridge Foundation of the Walther League makes funds avail- 
able for Synod’s medical mission work overseas. During the 1956—59 
triennium the grants totaled more than $240,000. Though these were given 
especially for TB work, the entire medical mission program has benefited. 


Spiritual and physical healing go together. 
i192 
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Mrs. 
treatment at a dispensary in New Guinea. — 


Clem Janetzki with children seekihel 


Lunchtime at the children’s sanatoriu 
Ajiro, Japan. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


ciety, 


Harold J. Freiheit, M.D., president of the Lu- 
theran Medical Mission Association, Charles G. 


Obermeyer, M. D., first president, and Dr. John 
W. Behnken, President of Synod. 


oS 


William J. Maier, M.D. (right), studies a 
patient’s chest X ray at the Lutheran Hos- 
pital, Eket, Nigeria. 
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A Place to Go 


A Place to Go, the new movie produced 
by the Wheat Ridge Foundation, tells the 
story of our church’s medical mission work 
overseas. 

Released for general showing in September, 
it has received many favorable comments. 

Shot on location in Africa, Japan, Hong 
Kong, India, and New Guinea, it tells the 
dramatic story of bringing healing of body 
and soul to many people. 

This 30-minute, 16mm., color, sound film 
is available free of charge by placing your 
order with the Audio-Visual Aids Depart- 
ment, Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. 
Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. 

A gift to the church by the Wheat Ridge 
Foundation, the film was made _ possible 
through the use of Wheat Ridge Christmas 
Seals. 


The first copy of A Place to Go is presented 
to Rev. Edward C. May (center), executive di- 
rector of the Wheat Ridge Foundation, and to 
Rev. Justus P. Kretzmann, pastoral adviser of 
the LMMA, by Rev. Victor Growcock, director 
of Concordia Films. 
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LUTHERAN MEDICAL 
MISSION ASSOCIATION 


The Lutheran Medical Mission Association, com- 
posed of Lutheran men and women in the medical 
profession, is recognized as a service group within 
Synod to co-operate with the Medical Mission Council 
and with the Executive Secretary of Medical Missions. 


oe ee 


sae a 


Medical Mission Council. L. to r.; Rev. Edward J. Mahnke, 
secretary; Rev. Edward C. May, executive director, Wheat 
Ridge Foundation; Dr. Herman H. Koppelmann, Board for 
World Missions; Charles E. Stindel, M. D., medical adviser 
to the mission boards since 1953; Harold J. Freiheit, M. D., 
LMMA president; Hugh Smith, M.D., Council chairman: 
Dr. Karl Kurth, executive secretary, Missionary Board of 


as | /] The Cross and The Caduceus is published every two months 
\ I ey with pictures and stories of the medical mission work of the 
church. For sample copies write to the Medical Mission Council, 


210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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LMMA OFFICERS 


Harold J. Freiheit, M. D., president 

Paul Hauser, M. D., vice-president 

Louis Theimer, M. D., treasurer 

Virginia Reinecke, R. N., recording secretary 
Mary Robinson, R.N., corresponding secretary 
Norma Graebner, R.N., historian 

Rev. Justus P. Kretzmann, pastoral adviser 


the Synodical Conference; John Eckrich, administrator, Lue 
theran Hospital, St. Louis; Charles Obermeyer, M. D.., pres- 
ident, St. Louis chapter, LMMA; Rey. Justus P. Kretzmann, 
acting executive secretary. (Absent when picture was takeni 
Dr. Herman A. Mayer, Secretary of Missions, and Dr. Wik 
liam H. Hillmer, executive secretary, Board for Missions im 
North and South America.) Ls 


Ss 


The Medical Mission Council, appointed by Synod’s Board of Directors, meets 


regularly to advise the Executive Secretary of Medical Missions. The Council also 


people in our Synod. 


(614) 


INC I] seeks to develop medical missions interest and support, especially among medical 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE! 


Vew Medical Missionary Plans 
Mobile Program in Guatemala 


For twenty years — ever since he 
itered the University of Kansas — 
arroll D. Behrhorst dreamed of havy- 
g the church “use medicine as a tool” 
. Guatemala, where the infant-mor- 
lity rate alone is 50 per cent. 
The dream became a reality Nov. 1, 
59, when the 37-year-old physician 
tived in Middle America’s most popu- 
us country to begin work as a medi- 
il missionary. 
For the Board for Missions in North 
id South America “this is a different 
yproach to missions,” says Dr. Behr- 
rst. “We plan a mobile program. We 
ill make regular visits to four, five, 
- six villages. First we will get ac- 
jainted and give general medical care, 
cluding immunization, TB detection 
sts, and the like.” 
Primarily interested in “the practice 
Semedicine in the service of the 
wurch,” he was glad to learn that 
ventually a missionary will be attached 
_the mobile unit. How he will carry 
it his work is to be determined by 
ey. Robert F. Gussick, resident field 
yunselor for the Board. 
Mission work is slow in Guatemala, 
;cording to Dr. Behrhorst, not because 
is primarily a Roman Catholic 
yuntry but because 60 per cent of its 
habitants are Mayan Indians. Their 
iting and health habits are as primitive 
_ their religion. 
“We have been working for three 
ars to establish this medical mission 
Id,” emphasizes the doctor, who had 
acticed general medicine in Winfield, 
ans., since 1952. 
Most of the Mayan Indians receive 
bsolutely no medical care,” says the 
w missionary. “About half of the 
ibies die before they are born. Even 
I were not involved in church work, 
at is Christian reason enough for my 
ing there.” 
Dr. Behrhorst holds a temporary per- 
it as a public health officer under the 
uatemalan Department of Health. 
e cannot obtain a license to practice 
edicine in the republic until he learns 
e language. 
In the medical area Dr. Behrhorst 
ll engage primarily in preventive 
edicine and public health instruction, 
pecially in training the nationals to 
rry on medical mission work. 
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His first task will be to reopen the 
hospital in Antigua, former capital of 
the nation. Later he will employ the 
mobile unit. After three years he will 
have an opportunity to return to the 
United States for postgraduate courses. 


In Guatemala, as in other medical 
missions conducted by mission boards 
of Synod and the Synodical Conference, 
the doctor will work in consultation 
with the Lutheran Medical Mission As- 
sociation. The LMMA provides guid- 
ance and assistance in purchasing sup- 
plies and new equipment. The Wheat 
Ridge Foundation of the Walther 
League has indicated willingness to 
supply a mobile unit for Guatemala. 


A native of Girard, Kans., Dr. Behr- 
horst also attended St. John’s College in 
Winfield before enrolling in the Wash- 
ington University School of Medicine, 
St. Louis. After graduating in 1947 he 
interned at Cincinnati General Hospital 
and St. Louis City Hospital. 


To prepare for medical mission work, 
he took courses in theology at the Saint 
Louis seminary while attending medical 
school. Service in the U.S. Navy (he 
was called back twice) took him to the 
Naval Technical Training Center at 
Norman, Okla. 


For many years Dr. Behrhorst’s in- 
terest in the Guatemalan field has been 
shared by his wife, the former Elizabeth 
Jean King, R. N., whom he married in 
1948. 


Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
King, Fairmont, W. Va., Elizabeth 
trained at Cincinnati General Hospital. 
She was “especially excited” about 
moving to Guatemala, according to 
Dr. Behrhorst, “because she has many 
friends who are in medicine there.” 

When the Behrhorsts reached their 
destination in Middle America earlier 
this month, they set up housekeeping 
for Carol Ann, 9; Lisa, 4; Christopher, 
3; Elizabeth, 2; and Kurt, 4 months. 


Conferring on plans for the medical mission work in 
Guatemala. L. to r.: Charles E. Stindel, M. D., medical 
adviser to Synod’s mission boards; Rev. Robert F. Gussick; 
and Carroll D. Behrhorst, M. D. 
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“Prophets 


The Two Evoduses” 


Hosea 11:1: “When Israel was a 
child, then I loved him and called My 
son out of Egypt.” 


The idea of God as Father has deep 
roots in Scripture. Jesus taught us to 
pray to “Our Father.” The prophets 
used the father-and-son picture to de- 
scribe the warmly intimate relationship 
between God and His people. | 

Jeremiah said that God looked upon 
Israel as His darling child. Whenever 
God spoke of Israel, He held this son 
of His in fond remembrance. He 
yearned for him, He felt He just had 
to show him mercy. (Jeremiah 31:20) 

Hosea, too, was fond of the picture 
of a father’s love for his son. He 
pointed to the Exodus as the act of a 
loving Father. Israel in Egypt was like 
a little lad who needed his father’s help 
and support. God calling Israel out of 
Egypt was like a father teaching his 
little boy to walk, picking up the stum- 
bling toddler, healing his hurts, handling 
him from a leash, pressing him to his 
cheeks, bending down to give him food. 
(Hosea 11:3, 4) 

But Israel proved to be ungrateful, 
a son who turned away from his loving 
Father. And all mankind was actually 
so involved in this defection that a sec- 
ond Exodus, a second calling of God’s 
Son out of Egypt, was necessary. 

God loved His ungrateful children 
so much that in Christ He made Him- 
self one of them. He sent Jesus to 
earth to be a new Israel, to carry out 
all that the first Israel had failed to do. 
Jesus obeyed God, even paid with His 
life for the sins of the first Israel. 

This greatest of Israelites also in- 
curred a king’s wrath. Before Herod, 
Mary and Joseph had to flee to Egypt 
with the Christ Child. There God ef- 
fected His second great Exodus, calling 
this Israelite out of Egypt. In Him He 
showed us the ultimate meaning of the 
first Exodus. 

As God by His mighty hand re- 
deemed Israel from Egypt’s bondage, so 
Jesus by His death and resurrection 
redeemed not only the first Israel but 
all men from sin’s bondage. In Jesus 
God loves us as dearly as His own Son. 

This loving Father offers to accom- 
pany us into the new year. May we 
accept His gracious offer. 


ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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Christian Hymns 


Our Ecumenical Hymnal 


It took thousands of years for The 
Lutheran Hymnal to reach its present 
form. A survey of the hymns in the 
book shows that they come from var- 
ious sources, linguistic, national, de- 
nominational. They are the product of 
many generations of Christian singers. 

True, the hymnal is called Lutheran. 
This does not mean that every hymn 
in the book was written by a Lutheran, 
but it does mean that the hymnal was 
compiled for use in Lutheran services. 
And it does mean that the hymns are 
an expression of the Lutheran faith, 
which again means that the hymns are 
Scriptural in content. That was the 
standard Luther followed when, as he 
said, he wrote his hymns “according 
to the pure Word of God.” That was 
also the first criterion, among others, 
the compilers of The Lutheran Hymnal 
used in selecting the 660 hymns. And 
since these hymns were drawn from 
many ages, many nations, many au- 
thors, throughout the history of the 
Christian Church, the book may be 
called, for want of a better word, an 
ecumenical, or a universal, hymnal. 

What are some of the larger sources 
of the hymn texts? To begin chrono- 
logically: 

The Hebrew Psalter 


The Hebrew Psalter, the Old Testa- 
ment hymnal, is a primary source of 
some 40 texts. Whole psalms or por- 
tions of psalms were turned into verse. 
Sometimes the English form is taken 
from a German version. Often the 
psalm is New Testamentized. A few 
examples: Hymns 13, 14, and 44 are 
based on Psalm 100. The sturdy “Our 
God, Our Help in Ages Past” (123) 
is a metrical rendering of a part of 
Psalm 90. There are five versions of 
Psalm 23. Luther’s “A Mighty For- 
tress” is Psalm 46. Of special interest 
is Watts’s majestic rendering (No. 15) 
of the two-verse shortest chapter in the 
Bible: Psalm 117. The striking tune 
“Lasst uns erfreuen,” with its accumu- 
lating force of repetition, has become 
a favorite in Lutheran circles. It first 
appeared in a Roman Catholic hymnal 
at Cologne, 1623, and was introduced 
to the English-singing world through its 
inclusion in the English Hymnal, 1906. 
Hymn 475 is based in part on Psalm 
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148. A highly poetical version of 
Psalm 146 is Hymn 26. 


The Early Church 


From the Early Eastern (Greek) 
Church The Lutheran Hymnal has 
taken nine hymns. Some of these are 
the most majestic ever written. Who 
does not thrill to the jubilant “Come,| 
Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” (204) 
and “The Day of Resurrection” (205)? 
During the Christmas season we always 
sing “A Great and Mighty Wonder” 
(76). From the Eastern Church comes 
what is perhaps the oldest Christian 
hymn (628). . 


Latin Hymnody 


Forty-six hymns come from one of 
the most fruitful periods of Christian 
hymnody, the medieval era, unforget- 
table hymns like “Oh, Come, Oh, Com 
Emmanuel” (62); “The Royal Banners 
Forward Go” (168); the Pentecostal 
classic “Come, Holy Ghost” (233); the 
Passion chorale “O Sacred Head” (172) 
through the German; the four Jerusa- 
lem hymns: 448, 605, 613, 614; the 
triumphant “Jesus Christ Is Risen To- 
day” (199); the powerful Dies Irae, 
“Day of Wrath” (607 and 612). 


German Hymnody 


Since Luther was the founder of 
modern congregational hymn singing, 
the German Lutheran contribution to” 
the Hymnal naturally bulks large. From 
this source, especially from the glo 
rious period of the 16th and 17th cen- 
turies, come 248 hymns. The Reforma 
himself wrote 37 hymns. Johann Wal- 
ther, his co-worker, was the first Lu: 
theran to hymn the glories of eternal 
life, “The Bridegroom Soon Will Cal 
Us” (67). Nicolai produced the great 
king “Wake, Awake” (609) and th 
queen “How Lovely” (343) of chorales. 
Of Paul Gerhardt, prince of Lutheral™ 
hymnists, author of 133 hymns, out 
hymnal has 21, such as “Commit’ 
(520), “Now Rest” (554). Widely 
sung are favorites like Rinckart’s “Now 
Thank We All Our God” (36), Mey- 
fart’s “Jerusalem” (619), Schmolck’s 
“Open Now” (1), Joh. Heermann’ 
“O God, Thou Faithful God” (395) 
Joachim Neander’s “Praise to the Lord” 
(he was not a Lutheran, but a Germa 

(Continued on 21) 
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What’ the 


ANSWER ? 


@ Life —can we shorten or lengthen it? 


@ Fatalist — cana Christian be one? 


B Right or wrong — how can I know? 


? Question: Is the length of our 

life determined beforehand 
y God, or can we shorten or 
ngthen life? 


Answer: That our span of life is pre- 
etermined by God is evident from Job 
4:5 and Acts 17:26, but we must con- 
antly bear in mind that God has also 
rescribed and included the use of the 
veans by which we ordinarily sustain 
fe. God can, indeed, preserve human 
fe without food and drink, as He pre- 
srved Moses on Mount Sinai (Ex. 34: 
8), as well as Elijah and Jesus in the 
ilderness (1 Kings 19:8; Matt. 4:2). 
.s a rule, however, man is to partake of 
yod and drink (Matt. 4:4), work 
2 Thess. 3:10), guard his health by 
eking medical aid (Matt. 9:12), flee 
‘om danger (Acts 9:23-25), and pray 
Is. 38:1-3). That it is God’s will that 
ich means be used we learn from Acts 
7:31. Through the use (or the re- 
isal) of these means we reach the life 
9an which God has set for us. 

That brings up the other question: 
‘an a man shorten or lengthen his life? 
s said before, God foresees and fore- 
nows all things that will happen before 
ey happen, as our Confessions say. 
ut this does not mean that He wants 
rem to happen or compels them to 
appen as He foresees them. He knows 
Jat many people will be damned (Matt. 
0:16; Phil. 3:18, 19; 2 Peter 2:1), but 
iat is not His will (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Peter 
-9). If therefore someone commits 
licide, God did not will it so, though 
le permitted it. 

The Bible does state that God 
ngthens and shortens life. To children 
fe promises long life if they honor 
‘ther and mother (Fourth Command- 
ent). Hezekiah was granted an addi- 
onal fifteen years (Is. 38:1-5), and 
paphroditus was spared for St. Paul’s 
ike (Phil. 2:27). There are also state- 
ents in Holy Writ which assert that 
od abbreviates the life of Christians 
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so that they do not experience ap- 
proaching calamities (2 Chron. 34:28; 
Is. 57:1). So far as the wicked are con- 
cerned, their days are shortened through 
suicide or capital punishment or when 
God inflicts fatal illness (Deut. 28:21; 
Gen. 38:10; Jer. 28:16,17) or visits 
final destruction on them. (Luke 19: 
41-44) 

Devout children of God are not 
troubled over their inability to compre- 
hend God’s essence, nature, or actions, 
but in all humility and contentment 
bow before the unsearchable wisdom 
and ways of God. (Is. 55:8,9; Rom. 
11:33-36) 


es 


Answer: Fatalism is the doctrine or 
belief that all things, including the 
human race, are governed by a mys- 
terious principle or power called fate, 
which causes things to be as they are 
and to happen as they do. According to 
this doctrine, man is the unwilling vic- 
tim of an inevitable destiny. 

The Christian religion teaches that 
man is the handiwork of God (Gen. 1: 
26-28; Ps. 139:14). God also preserves 
and upholds all things by the word of 
His power (Ps. 36:6; 1 Peter S72 ale). 
1:3). God governs and protects par- 
ticularly His children in Christ against 
all harm and danger (Ps. 91:10) and 
turns their adversities into blessings. 
(Gen. 50:20; Rom. 8:28) 

Again, Christianity teaches that God 
has determined man’s days and set 
bounds for him which he cannot pass 
(lob 1475; Acts17:26): He alone has 
the power of life and death and the 
authority to tell each son or daughter 
of Adam: “Return, ye children of men” 
(Ps. 90:3). Without His will and per- 
mission neither Satan, world, nor na- 
ture’s forces can lay His children low 
(Ps. 46:7; Luke 21:18). The believing 
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Question: Can a Christian be 
a fatalist? 


child of God says: “I trusted in Thee, 
O Lord; I said, Thou art my God. My 
times are in Thy hand” (Ps. 31:14, 15). 
Through Christ he has become God’s 
very own and an heir of endless bliss 
in God’s presence. (1 John 3:1, 2) 
All this the fatalist denies. For him 
there is no loving Father, no God who 
cares. To him “man is a sick fly on 
the dizzy wheel of the cosmic universe” 
(Mencken), ‘“‘a parasite on the epider- 
mis of a midget plant” (Cabell). Fatal- 
ism is idolatry in that it gives God’s 
glory to an impersonal, nonexistent fate. 
Fatalists have no hope. The learned 
Herbert Spencer wrote in his 83d year: 
“The intellectual man, who occupies the 
same tenement (body) with me, tells 
me that I am a piece of clay equipped 
with a nervous system and in some 
mysterious way connected with a big 
dynamo called the world; but that very 
soon now, the current will be cut and 
I will fall into unconsciousness and 
nothingness. Yes, I am sad, unutter- 
ably sad, and I wish in my heart that 
I never had heard of the intellectual 
man with his science, philosophy, and 
logic” (Graebner, God and the Cos- 
mos, pp. 24,25). A Christian cannot 


be a fatalist. 
Pd Question: What is one to do 
hd when one does not know 
whether a given action is right or 
wrong in God’s sight? 


Answer: There are several things 
a child of God might do. One of these 
is to engage in daily Bible study and 
to that end possess not only a good 
reference Bible but also some sound 
Bible helps. Prayerful Bible study can- 
not fail to result in spiritual growth, 
which in turn will increase one’s ability 
to discern between right and wrong in 
doctrine and practice. / 

Secondly, when one’s efforts to 
achieve the desired insights fail, help 
can also be gained from a discussion 
of the problem with experienced Chris- 
tian brothers and sisters, particularly 
with one’s pastor, whose office it is to 
serve his flock as spiritual guide and 
counselor. A faithful shepherd will al- 
ways stand ready to assist his disturbed 
sheep in solving their problems. 

It must be remembered, however, 
that as long as a person is still troubled 
with doubt and uncertainty, he should 
not act contrary to the voice of his 
conscience. For even if a given action 
is permissible in itself, he who con- 
siders it sinful and does it is guilty 
before God (Rom. 14:23), just as “to 
him that knoweth to do good and doeth 
it not, to him it is sin.” (James 4:17) 

O. E. SOHN 
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New Executive Committee of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 


Seated (from left): Mrs. E. C. Lehman, Faribault, Minn., treasurer; Mrs. Harold E. Brandt, Lafayette, 
Calif., vice-president; Mrs. Gilbert O. Hankel, Empire, Colo., corresponding secretary; Mrs. Walter 
N. Hoppe, Lakewood, Ohio, president; Mrs. Herbert Oberle, Eagle, Nebr., secretary; and Mrs. A. H. 


Prueter, Nashville, Tenn., financial secretary. 


Standing: Mrs. Albert F. Pollex, Toronto, Ont., Can., second vice-president; Rev. Theodore P. Gerken, 
La Grange, Ill., counselor; Rey. Alwin L. Rubin, Walnut Creek, Calif., counselor; and Rey. Herman 


E. Sieving, Crookston, Minn., counselor. 


When the newly elected Executive 
Committee of the LWML held its in- 
itial session in Chicago, Nov. 10, four 
officers and one counselor were meet- 
ing with the 10-member group for the 
first time. 

Appointment of special committees 
was one of the principal items of busi- 
ness. Named to the Bylaws Committee 
were: Mrs. Robert Janowski, Wheat 
Ridge, Colo. (chairman); Mrs. John 
Hecht, Lakewood, Colo.; and Mrs. Earl- 
yon Brass, Greeley, Colo. 

Mrs. Alfred Trinklein, New York, 
N. Y., was appointed chairman of the 
Mission Hospice Committee, with addi- 
tional members to be designated later. 

Mrs. Walter A. Hansen, St. Louis, 
Mo., will be the LWML representative 
on Synodical Affairs, and Miss Olga E. 
Kaiser, Indianapolis, Ind., will serve as 
parliamentarian. 

The Executive Committee approved 
the enlargement of the league’s official 
publication, the Lutheran Woman's 
Quarterly, from 24 to 32 pages, starting 
with the January 1960 issue. Present 
circulation of the magazine is 230,000. 


New “Quarterly” Editor 


At the Toronto meeting of the Liter- 
ature Board Mrs. Ellwood Zuelsdorf of 
Akron, Ohio, was named editor in chief 
of the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly. 
She succeeds the present editor, whose 
term of office expires with the January 
1960 issue. 
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LWML Executive Group 


Names Special Committees 


Mrs. Zuelsdorf has been on the edi- 
torial staff of the Quarterly since 1956, 
serving in the capacity of Stewardship 


editor. From 1954 to 1958 she was 
president of the English District 
LWML. 


A graduate of the University of 
Akron, where she majored in journal- 
ism, Mrs. Zuelsdorf is a Bible class 
teacher and an active worker in her 
home parish, Concordia, Akron. 

May the Lord richly bless our new 
editor in her new field of endeavor. 


M. W. 


# 


Mrs. Lloyd Heggen 


LS SSS SSS sss P 
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Honor Texas Lutheran Woman of the Year 


Mrs. Lloyd Heggen, Mercedes, ‘for consecrated service to 
her Lord and His 
Woman of the Year at the fifth annual LWML day on the 
campus of Lutheran Concordia College, Austin, Noy. 6. 


Mayor Tom Miller of Austin, in the name of the Texas 
District LWML, presented the plaque to Mrs. Heggen, who. 
had been chosen by a committee of officials of the college, 


More than 500 women from all parts of the state attended 
the brief business session at which Texas District LWML_ 
president Mrs. E, A. Kramer presided. 
a timely inspirational address by Dr. Martin P, Simon, editor 
of The Christian Parent. 
in Children’s Shoes." 


Also on the program were a conducted tour of the campus 
and special music by the college’s Chapel Choir and the 
Choristers of the high school department, 


Youth 
Chairmen 


Meet 


Synod’s official concern about youth 
work finds an immediate expression inf 
the activity of the Board for Young 
People’s Work and the youth boards or 
committees in the synodical Districts, 
Annually these District youth work# 
chairmen meet to discuss past action# 
and to plan for the coming year. Witht 
the rising youth population in Synod 
(some 250,000 teen-agers by 1965), theg 
work of these officials assumes an in-1 
creasing urgency. 

This year, under the sponsorship of 
the synodical board, young people’s 
board chairmen from Synod’s Districtss 
met at George Williams College Camp, 
Williams Bay, Wis., Nov. 10—12. ; 

Among problems discussed were: 
financial responsibility of the congrega- 
tion toward its youth program, develop: 
ment of lay counselors for local socie-} 


ties, communicating to young na 


> 


and values of a creative worship pro- > 
gram for youth groups. Conference} 
members had the opportunity to b 
come acquainted with a new manu 
for congregational youth committees 
Designed to inform youth committee 
members about their responsibilities } 
and work, the manual will be distrib 
uted to congregations after the first 
the year. 

Working closely with the board 
the conference was the Walther Leag 
staff and executive board. Dr. Clarence 
H. Peters, chairman of the BYPW, pre- 
sided, and Rev. William H. Koh 


church,” Lutheran 


was named Texas 


C 


They also heard 


His topic was “The Future Walks 
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Sunday school classes 


ood Signs... 


BUT! 


Sunday services in an empty ware- 
use, Bible class in a station wagon, 
inday school sessions in the furnace 
om-— these are often good signs. 
gns of healthy growth. Evidences of 
al hunger for the Bread of Life. Liv- 
g testimony that the Word of the 
ord does not return to Him empty. 
But how long can a congregation 
orship in makeshift quarters, espe- 
ally when it is new in the community 
- the only Lutheran church in town? 
requently the growth of a promising 
Id is limited or halted by the lack of 
ace or adequate facilities for Sunday 
hool. 

Here are some excerpts from letters 
hich depict actual situations of this 
iture: 


A few years ago Lompoc was a small 
wn. Then in late 1957 the Vanden- 
re Air Base moved in. The popula- 
on has zoomed to 15,000 with 105,000 
-edicted in a few years. We are the 
aly Lutheran church in town, and our 
ission opportunities are staggering. 
pace is at a premium in our temporary 
iapel. 


Our congregation is worshiping, 
conducting Sunday school, and 
carrying on its program in a build- 
ing 20’ by 40’. It is too small for 
worship and inadequate for Sun- 
day school. Our junior Bible class 
meets outside in the teacher’s car 
when weather permits. 


Work here was started in June 1957. 
srvices are now being held in a com- 
unity chapel owned by the Navy De- 
wtment, and we share it with a Meth- 
list church every other Sunday. Ne- 
Ytiations are under way to deed the 
japel to the city for a city hall. Then 
e building will no longer be available. 


We are a mission congregation 
with 115 souls and 65 communi- 
cants. We are worshiping in a re- 
modeled home. One of our Sunday 
school classes meets in a station 
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station wagon.” 


“One of our 


meets in a 


wagon. We plan to start building 
next year — if we can borrow 
$75,000. 


At this point Synod’s Church Ex- 
tension Department enters the picture. 
The Department aids District and 
synodical mission boards with loans for 
sites and facilities. By lending funds to 
the Church Extension Department, 
members of the church take direct, 
personal part in the outreach of in- 
dividual congregations and in the ex- 
pansion of Christ’s kingdom. 

Can it be said that making a loan to 
Synod’s Church Extension Fund is 
purely a business proposition which 
brings financial returns to the investor? 

The answer: Without a church ex- 
tension fund from which mission agen- 
cies and newly established congrega- 
tions can borrow, the church would be 
immobilized. And the church must fol- 
low the people, purchase new sites, 
construct houses of worship and schools 
— with money that is readily available. 
When mission opportunities make it im- 
perative for growing young churches 
to expand their properties, they must be 
able to borrow from funds that are 
supplied by fellow Christians. 

Many doors of service are open to 
members of Christ’s church. Some 
Christians become pastors, teachers, 
deaconesses, parish workers, medical 
missionaries, Or nurses full-time 
workers in the Kingdom. Others give 
effective witness to their faith in their 
daily work and calling, offer God their 
time and talents in the local congrega- 
tion, and support the church’s mission 
outreach with their prayers and gifts. 
Still others lend the Church Extension 
Fund a portion of their material bless- 
ings to help extend and expand our 
Savior’s kingdom. 

Each group makes a valuable con- 
tribution to the total task which Christ 
has committed to His church, a task 
which only His people can perform. 

To keep pace with population 
growths and shifts, to seize mission 
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Opportunities which may never come 
again, Synod’s Church Extension De- 
partment has an immediate need for 
loans at this particular time. 


The Department has requests for 
loans from 14 of Synod’s 32 Districts; 
they in turn have over 100 applica- 
tions for loans which far exceed their 
financial capacities. Synod’s Church 
Extension Department also assists 
synodical mission boards with loans for 
sites and facilities in foreign countries. 
Churches in the 49th and SOth states — 
Hawaii and Alaska — have been erected 
with the aid of loans from the Church 
Extension Department. 

Members of The Lutheran Church 
— Missouri Synod can aid the forward 
thrust of Christ’s church by making a 
minimal loan of $100 to the Church 
Extension Fund. 

The Department issues 60-day de- 
mand notes earning 3% interest, pay- 
able semiannually to the date of with- 
drawal. Notes are issued on deposits of 
any amount of $100 or more. Example: 
$500, $1,000, $3,000, $5,000, etc. These 
notes are backed by the total resources 
of the Missouri Synod. 

Application for Church Extension 
notes (by individual members, congre- 
gations, congregational societies, Sun- 
day schools, etc.) should be accom- 
panied by checks made payable to: The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. 
They should be sent to the Church Ex- 
tension Department, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 

“Put your dollars to work for you,” 
savings banks and loan associations tell 
prospective depositors. Synod’s Church 
Extension Department offers you more: 
“Put your dollars to work for you and 
for the Lord.” Dollars deposited in the 
Church Extension Fund are converted 
into building sites, chapels, and schools 
in which Christ feeds His lambs and 
His sheep. 

Help keep your church abreast of 
mission opportunities. Make a loan to 
the Church Extension Fund today. 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


What Is Love? 


Problem: J am a young person, and 
on Sundays I hear about Christian love. 
But most of the literature I read refers 
to romantic love. How are they alike, 
and how do they differ? 


There are many kinds of love. For 
instance, there is a general love of one 
human being for another, found among 
all races of people. Such love is illus- 
trated especially by the kindness and 
interest shown in a disaster, when 
a whole community responds to pleas 
for aid with an outpouring of helpful- 
ness and service. 


Then there is parental love. A fa- 
ther and mother will do anything for 
a child and show consideration, kind- 
ness, and care through years of illness 
and tragedy. This is perhaps the high- 
est expression of love outside the love 
which is shown for us by God in His 
Fatherly care. This may be called self- 
giving love inasmuch as it concerns our 
own flesh and blood. 


A similar type of love exists between 
sisters and brothers and members of the 
same relationship. They assume and 
carry each other’s burdens and take 
a special interest in each other’s health, 
development, and success. 


Romantic love deals with mate se- 
lection and generally flowers into court- 
ship. The romantic idea of love has 
developed especially in Western civili- 
zation. In the Orient it has not been 
prominent because different customs 
have prevailed. 


In romantic love there is a flowing 
together of many concerns and interests. 
It is the attraction of a person of one 
sex for a person of the other sex, of 
one personality for another. Many 
streams of common interest frequently 
form this romantic feeling. It is dis- 
tinguished from infatuation, which as 
a rule is short-lived and is often strongly 
influenced by sexual attraction. 


Sometimes we read also of mature 
love between husband and wife. With 
the passing of years husband and wife 
become more closely bound to each 
other with a love that is enduring, 
understanding, and constantly growing. 


When we speak of Christian love, we 
mean the love that the Holy Spirit puts 
into our hearts once we have come to 
know God and His love for us in Jesus 
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Christ, our Savior. Christian love 
reaches upward to God and outward 
to man; it is patterned after God’s own 
steadfast love and His unfailing mercy 
toward us. 

Christian love, then, is self-giving 
instead of self-seeking. Much love is 
merely human and self-glorifying inso- 
far as it is loving people who have al- 
ready loved us or doing a kindness in 
return for a favor received (Matthew 
5:46, 47). Christian love is perhaps 
best defined and interpreted for us in 
St. Paul’s psalm of love, 1 Corinthians 
13. If you will substitute the name 
“Jesus” wherever the word for “love,” 
or “charity” (King James Version), 
occurs, you will see how beautifully 
the life of our Savior illustrates this 
psalm. 


Essentially, Christian love is a high 
quality of faithfulness motivated by 
gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us. 
It is, of course, not restricted to court- 
ship and marriage. 


You must remember, however, that 
no human love is ever pure or perfect. 
We have passing emotions, and in our 
sinful state we cannot love perfectly. 
Love is spoiled by envy, jealousy, hate, 
and unkind thoughts. The Christian, 
however, is constantly striving to lay 
aside these things and to practice a be- 
havior that is patterned after God’s 
great love for us. 


At the same time this does not mean 
that the other loves are to have no 
place in the Christian life. The Chris- 
tian should never lose his human touch 
and his concern for other people (hu- 
man love). Christian parents will surely 
show as much love for their offspring 
as do other parents the world over. 
There should be a tender, filial type of 
love and companionship between broth- 
ers and sisters. In romance and mar- 
riage physical attraction is necessary, 
and it is God-implanted. Companion- 
ship and romance are to grow through- 
out married life; Christian love will en- 


rich both. Oscar E, FEUCHT 


Note: The Family Council is pre- 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Commit- 
tee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles. 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis DemVion 
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“SINISTER CHARGE” 


(Continued from page 10) 


American Lutheran Church and Th 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod is 
not well founded. The present Amer-} 
ican Lutheran Church and The Lu+ 
theran Church — Missouri Synod have 
adopted a Common Confession, con- 
taining this statement of the historic 
Lutheran position regarding the 
papacy: “Among the signs of His [our 
Lord’s] approaching return for Judg- 
ment, the distinguishing features of the 
Antichrist, as portrayed in the Holy} 
Scriptures, are still clearly discernible 
in the Roman Papacy, the climax of all 
human usurpations of Christ’s authority 
in the Church.” (Common Confes- 
sion, XII, 2) 

Obviously our main objection is not 
to your “monarchical form of church 
government” as such, although we 
would not wish it for ourselves; not | 
to your claimed “descent from Saint 
Peter,” although we would prefer to 
claim descent from our Lord Jesus 
Christ through acceptance of His 
Word; nor to your “teaching and en- 
couraging the observance of the Ten 
Commandments,” which is the least. 
Christians (not to speak about non- 
Christians) can be expected to do; nor 
to your “running hospitals and orphans 
ages,” whose praiseworthy contributions 
to public welfare we can appreciate. Hi 

Our main objection is rather to papal 
doctrine contrary to the sola gratia and 
the sola fide of Holy Scripture (“B 
grace are ye saved, through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift o ‘i 
God; not of works, lest any man should 
boast,” Ephesians 2:8, 9). I 

Permit me to add one more im-— 
portant point in “clarification.” Lu-— 
therans are not accustomed to havin ‘ 
articles of faith “imposed” upon them, 
Furthermore, we do not regard ta 
theran exegesis or historical judgment 
on the basis of 2 Thessalonians 2 as 
a fundamental article of Christian faith. 
As one of our theologians has said, 
“Knowledge of this article is not 
needed to plant and keep saving fait 
in the heart. A Christian may know 
Christ as his Savior and be saved by 
Him even though he does not recognize — 
the Antichrist in the papacy. It is not 
an article on which saving faith rests, 
with which Christianity stands or falls. 
Denial of it is not, therefore, in itself 
alone divisive of Church fellowship.” 
(Theodore Hoyer, “The Papacy,” The 
Abiding Word: An Anthology of Doc- 
trinal Essays for the Year 1946, ed. 
Theodore Laetsch, II [St. Louis: Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 1947], 764.) 


Please do not consider this attitud 
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concession. It is a direct expression 
classic Lutheran principle regarding 
e relationship of exegesis and dogma 
saving faith. Is it too much to hope 
at Roman Catholics, like yourself, 
ay one day assume the same position 
regard to assertions of papal au- 
ority? If there were such a_possi- 
lity, the greatest stumbling block 
uld be removed from inauguration 
discussions between Roman Catho- 
s and Lutherans regarding Christian 
yetrine. As long as the Roman 
qaurch remains adamant in its asser- 
yn of the right of papal authority to 
rmulate, propagate, and enforce sub- 
ission to nonscriptural doctrine, the 
ssibility of fruitful discussion seems 
be negated from the outset. 
Please forgive me for suggesting 
at it is difficult to understand why 
yu should raise the question of “cele- 
ating the Black Mass in our cellars 
id drinking the blood of fresh-killed 
fants” in a sincere query addressed 
Lutherans — unless, of course, your 
lest for “a little clarification” was in- 
nded otherwise. It is also difficult to 
mmprehend how, in the _ preceding 
litorial, you could ascribe to Henry 
Ill “innocent” motives for his attack 
1 Luther, while decrying Henry’s “lust 
id greed” in confiscating the property 
the Roman Church during the Eng- 
h Reformation. Is it possible — just 
yssible — that Henry was governed by 
litical motives in both instances? 
If such a possibility exists — as it 
ost certainly does — does it appear 
e part of intellectual integrity to 
stify printing Henry’s attack on Lu- 
er by attributing it to “the innocence 
his young manhood”? As between 
enry and Luther, I take Luther. 
If this judgment differs from yours 
1d puts me far away from you, so be 
I am willing to stand on historical 
cts about Luther, recognized even by 
xted Roman Catholic historians and 
eologians like Lortz and Karl Adam. 
uther took his stand in loyalty to 
hrist on the ground of God’s Word, 
‘ which Luther confidently asserted, 
t is still the truth.” 


Cordially yours, 
/s/ JOHN W. BEHNKEN, President 


The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod 


OuR ECUMENICAL HYMNAL 
(Continued from page 16) 


eformed pastor) is probably used 
ore in Lutheran than in Reformed 
urches. The chorale is the backbone 
The Lutheran Hymnal. 

Dr. Henry Wilder Foote, noted Uni- 
rian theologian and hymnologist, in 
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a paper of the Hymn Society (1952) 
has this to say, after mentioning some 
of the limitations of The Lutheran 
Hymnal: “Future hymnal editors” of 
“congregations outside the Lutheran 
tradition . . . will do well to examine 
carefully the musical treasures [of Ger- 
man chorales] here presented.” 


Scandinavian 


From the Scandinavian (Lutheran) 
come 31 hymns, such as: Danish: Bror- 
son’s “I Walk in Danger” (413); 
“Behold a Host” (656); Kingo’s “Like 
the Golden Sun Ascending” (207); 
Ingemann’s “Through the Night of 
Doubt and Sorrow” (481); Grundtvig’s 
popular “Built on the Rock” (467); 
Norwegian: Landstad’s “Lo, Many Shall 
Come” (415); Swedish: Elle Anders- 
datter’s “In Hope My Soul” (432). 

British 

Of the 267 original English hymns 
in The Lutheran Hymnal (here the di- 
visions will be according to denomina- 
tions) the largest number come from 
the flourishing period of Anglican 
hymnody, the 19th century, with songs 
of praise like Heber’s “Holy, Holy, 
Holy” (246), Keble’s “Sun of My 
Soul (O5)) stone sis L hee Churchis 
One Foundation” (473). From a pre- 
vious period: Ken’s “Awake, My Soul” 


(536), Newton’s “Glorious Things” 
(469), Toplady’s “Rock of Ages” 
(376). 


Among the Independents (Congrega- 
tionalists) names like Isaac Watts, 
founder of English hymnody, stand out. 
John Wesley, “Jesus, Thy Blood” 
(371), and his brother Charles, “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul” (345), supply the 
Methodist contribution. From Baptists 
come Edward Mote’s “My Hope Is 
Built” (370) and Fawcett’s “Blest Be 
the Tie” (464), not to forget the sweet 
singer Ann Steele (five hymns). 

Other English hymnists, not Lu- 
theran — Presbyterian: Grigg, “Jesus, 
and Shall It Ever Be” (346); Unitar- 
ian: Bowring, “Watchman, Tell Us of 
the” Night” -(/1), “In the Crosspot 
Christ I Glory” (354); Sarah Flower 
Adams, “Nearer, My God” (533); 
Quaker; Barton; “Lamp of Our Feet” 
(291); Roman Catholic: Alex. Pope, 
“Rise, Crowned with Light” (503); 
Matthew Bridges, “Crown Him with 
Many Crowns” (341); “Oh, Come, All 
Ye Faithful” (102), by an unknown 
author, Latin, from modern sources. 


Miscellaneous Sources 
In addition to the main sources of 
hymns in The Lutheran Hymnal space 
permits only the briefest mention. From 
American sources come 45, including 
names like Smith (497), Palmer (394), 
Key (575), Bryant (499), Hoppe 
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(419). Miscellaneous linguistic and 
national sources show the following 
(partial): Cornish (438), Welsh (54), 
Irish (153), Scotch (277), Dutch 
(568), Finnish (54), Slovak (82, 86, 
169, 211, 253, 603), Moravian (190), 
Austrian (646), Hungarian (494), 
Italian (145), French (100, 115, 63, 
68), Alsatian (398), Swiss (602), and 
Jewish (40). 

Truly, The Lutheran Hymnal is an 
ecumenical, a universal, book of wor- 
ship, having between its covers the 
praises of the ages. 

We sing the Davidic shepherd psalm 
through the mouth of a Cornishman. 


We address the sacred head of the Say- 
ior in a Latin-German-English para- 
phrase of a medieval French abbot. 

We glory in the Cross of Christ in the 
lines of a Unitarian member of the 
British Parliament. 


We hymn the Vision of Isaiah in the 
majestic rendering of the great Re- 
former. 

We voice our hope built on Christ, the 
solid Rock, in the measures of a Bap- 
tist cabinetmaker. 

We hail the power of Jesus’ name in 
the strains of an 18th-century Dis- 
senter. 


We praise the God of Abraham with the 
doxology of the Jewish Yigdal. 

We fire our zeal for missions with the 
exhortations of a Hungarian pietist. 


We admonish ourselves to grow in the 
new obedience in the songs of an 
unlearned office girl. 

We begin our daily tasks with the en- 
couragement of an American Indian. 


We anticipate “the shout of them that 
triumph” in the words of a medieval 
monk and in the musical setting of 
a British army officer. 


We bring the sacrifices of our lips to 
the Most High with words of poets 
unknown and with music by com- 
posers unidentified. 


Like a mighty pipe organ our hymnal 
voices paeans of praise: the funda- 
mental diapasons in pedal and manuals 
trumpeting forth the great deeds of 
God for our salvation; the plaintive 
reeds uttering the cry of human souls 
in distress; the mellow flutes pouring 
into troubled hearts the balm of Gilead 
and proclaiming the peace that passeth 
all understanding; and the penetrating 
strings harping the joys of the children 
of God, all animated by the Holy Spirit, 
uniting and swelling to a grand fortis- 
simo, with angels and archangels and 
all the company of heaven lauding and 
magnifying the glorious name of our 
Redeemer, the Lamb on the throne. 

L. B. 
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Deaths 


ALFRED BoprkE, Feb. 8, 1907, Berrien 
Springs, Mich., to Oct. 14, 1959, Millstadt, 
Ill; son of Herman and Anna Greening 
Bodtke; graduated St.Louis seminary, 
1930; parishes: Selman, Okla.; Lost 
Prairie, Pinckneyville, [ll.; Des Peres, Mo.; 
Millstadt. Survivors: Martha Pries Bodtke, 
son Ronald. Funeral: Oct. 17, Millstadt. 


Joun H. Harner, Sept. 23, 1873, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., to Nov. 3, !959, Lewiston, 
Minn.; son of John and Dorcthea Juer- 
gens Hafner; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1896; parishes: Thawville, Broadlands, IIL; 
Wahpeton, N.Dak.; Ormsby, Lewiston, 
Minn., 1920—46, when he retired; Second 
Vice-President, North Dakota-Montana 
District, 191012. Funeral: Nov. 6, 
Lewiston; interment, Immanuel Lutheran 
Cemetery. 


Martin H. T. Junc, Feb. 23, 1885, 
Mascoutah, Ill., to Oct. 13, 1959, North 
Hollywood, Calif.; son of Rey. Gottfried 
and Rosina Wendler Jung; graduated Saint 
Louis seminary, 1908; parishes: Palmer, 
Martinsburg, Nebr.; Glidden, Woolstock, 
Iowa, 1948—56, when he retired. Sur- 
vivors: sons Norman, Albert, Martin; 
daughters Mathilde McFadden, Dorothy 
Scheffler. Funeral: Oct. 16, North Holly- 
wood; interment, North Platte, Nebr. 


WILLIAM K. M. PEBLER, June 28, 1889, 
Nassau, Germany, to Nov. 3, 1959, Jack- 
son, Mich.; son of Carl and Katherine 
Hof Pebler; graduated St. Louis seminary, 


1911. Parishes: Kulm, N. Dak.; More- 
field, Ravenna, Crete, Venango, Nebr., 
1948—58, when he retired. Survivors: 


Laura Weinhold Pebler; sons Elmer, Rev. 
William, Carl; daughters Laura Traugott, 
Irmgard Fehlig, Esther Bilhorn. Funeral: 
Nov. 6, Jackson; interment, Concordia 
Cemetery, St. Louis, Mo. 


THEOPHIL A. WUNDERLICH, April 8, 
1892, Perry, Tex., to Oct. 17, 1959, Elgin, 
Ill.; son of Rev. Friedrich and Bertha Klein 
Wunderlich; graduated Seward teachers 
college, 1912; schools: Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; Algonquin, Chicago, Il., 1916—57, 
when he retired. Survivors: Sophia Ziegel- 
bein Wunderlich; son Marvin; daughter 
Lucile. Funeral: Oct. 20, Elgin; interment, 
Algonquin Cemetery, Algonquin. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Zadeik, Peter A., Jr., as instructor at Con- 
cordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, 
N. Y., in Redeemer, Bronx, N. Y., by Rob- 
ere. Haupt, Nov. IF 


Installed: EAM 


Constien, Roland H., St. Mark, Provo, Utah, 


by William C. Naatz, Nov. 15. 

Dierks, Reinhold F., St. Peter, La Grange, Mo., 
by A. J. Becker, Nov. 15. 

Dorow, Robert L., as asst. pastor, Trinity, 
St. Joseph, Mich., by Theo. Laesch, Nov. 15. 

Eggold, Elmer F., as principal of Lutheran 
High School, Brookville, L. I., N. Y., in Our 
Redeemer, Seaford, L.I., N.Y., by J. W. 
Leinninger, Nov. 8. 

Feddersen, Elmer, St. Paul, Troy, Ill., by Don 
C. Preisinger, Oct. 11. 

Goeglein, V. Mack, St. John, Casey, Iowa, by 
Theo. Hoemann, Nov. 15. 


ODD 


Goehring, Charles N., Holy Nativity, Cleve- 
land (Richmond Heights), Ohio, by E. A. 
Eggers, Nov. 15. 

Heil, Thomas L., St. Paul, Battle Creek, Mich., 
by H. M. Heidenreich, Nov. 15. 

Herring, Melvin G., Grace, Lamesa, Tex., by 

* Harold Kaestner, Oct. 11. 

Hethke, Elmer C., St. Mark’s of the Irish Hills, 
Brooklyn, Mich., by O. M. Riedel, Nov. 15. 

Hoffmann, Donald H., St. Paul, Elizabeth, IIL, 
by Edwin C. Beversdorf, Nov. 8. 

Larson, Elmer C., Zion, Sauk Centre, and 
St. Paul, Melrose, Minn., by Paul H. Brill, 
Nov. 15. 


Maken, Andrew, Zion, Hiawatha, Kans., by 
F. A. Wegener, Nov. 15. 
Marohn, Edwin W., Resurrection, Garden 


City, L.1., N. Y., by Henry F. Ressmeyer, 
Nov. 9. 

Schroer, Kenneth H., Christ, Noblesville, Ind., 
by Norman M. Luecht, Nov. 22. 

Schultz, William M., inst. chaplain in Saint 
Cloud, Minn., in St. Peter, Vernon Center, 
Minn., by Lawrence Gallman, Nov. 8. 

Schultz, Wilmer A., Trinity, Mountain Lake, 
Minn., by E. A. Klemp, Nov. 8. 

Storm, Eugene H., St. Paul, Centreville, Mich., 
by H. M. Heidenreich, Nov. 15. 

Swanson, Jerrold R., as missionary at large, 
in Des Moines, Iowa, by K. Richard Schliep- 
siek, Nov. 15. 

Weiss, Theodore A., as instructor, Walther 
Lutheran High School, Melrose Park, II1., 
by M. C. Lopahs, Oct. 28. 


Inducted: 


Lutze, Karl E., as field secretary for the Lu- 
theran Human Relations Assn., in Dea- 


coness Chapel, Valparaiso, Ind., by An- 
drew Schulze, Sept. 18. 
Installed: LUDA SEE e, 

Dietrich, Clifford, St.Stephen, Hickory, N. 


., by L. A. Wolf, Nov. 8. 

Julif, Arnold W., Immanuel, Houston, Tex., by 
Elmo E. Miertschin, July 15. 

Schuppan, Randall E., Castor Gardens, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., by Garth D. Ludwig, Sept. 20. 

Stroebel, Henry W., Holy Cross, Warda, Tex., 
by H. O. Hartfield, Sept. 27. 

Wambsganss, Cand. Phillip, Zion, Cleveland, 
Ohio, by C. T. Schuknecht, Sept. 20. 


LAY WORKER 
Commissioned: 
Ellmann, Marjorie, as nurse in New Guinea, 
in St. Mark, N. Tonawanda, N. Y., by Her- 
man H. Koppelmann, Nov. 8. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Walter F. Krahn, Neudorf, Sask., Can., 
has been appointed Counselor of the Qu’Ap- 
pelle Circuit to succeed Rey. Theodore Krue- 
ger, who accepted a call to another District. 

Rev. Alfred P. Lucht, Southey, Sask., Can., 
has been appointed Counselor of the Soo 
Line Circuit to succeed Rev. Luther A. Koeh- 
ler, who asked to be relieved because of ill 
health. — L. W. Korner, President, Mani- 
toba-Saskatchewan District. 


The Board of Control of Concordia College, 
Edmonton, Alta., Can., will meet Jan. 27, 1960, 
to elect a president for the institution. — 
JOHN ARMBRUSTER, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, Seward, Nebr., with the consent 
of the Board for Higher Education herewith 
issues a call for the nomination of candidates 
for an associate professorship in music and 
an associate professorship in education. All 
nominations, together with recommendations, 
must be filed with the undersigned within 
30 days after the appearance of this notice. — 
Oscar WitK, Secretary, Board of Control, 
Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of Concordia Col- 
lege, Portland, Oreg., under the authoriza- 
tion of Synod’s Board for Higher Education, 
herewith invites the congregations of Synod 
to nominate candidates for one associate pro- 
fessorship in the area of foreign languages. 


Nominees should be individuals deeply 
devoted to the Lord and to His church and 
sound and alive in their theology. They 
should be familiar with Latin, Greek, and 
German, with a Master’s degree in one of 
these fields. 


All nominations should be sent to the 
President’s Office, Concordia College, Port- 
land, Oreg., no later than Feb. 15, 1960. — 
Henry L. Lieske, Secretary, Board of Control. 
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Call Declined | 

Dr. Armand H. Ulbrich, Detroit, Mich., nal 
declined the call to the associate professors 
of language and humanities extended to 
by the Board of Control of Concordia Tea 
ers College, River Forest, I[ll.— Erwin | 
Pau, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Proposed Change in Constitution | 


On June 19, 1959, the 44th regular conven ' 
tion of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod, assembled in San Francisco, Calif. if 
adopted by the necessary two-thirds vote 
the resolution that ‘“‘the title ‘Visitor’ bey 
changed to ‘Circuit Counselor.’” This affe Jf 
Article XII, paragraph 3, section ec of the 
constitution of The Lutheran Church — Mis 
souri Synod. i 

This adopted change in the constitution is} 
herewith being submitted to the congre 
tions of the Synod in accordance with 
provisions of Article XIV. Unless one th H 
of the congregations in voting membership}! 
in the Synod files a vote of dissent with the} 
Secretary of the Synod within a period — fp 
six months following the date of official final’ 
publication (Jan. 12, 1960), this amendment} 
will become effective. — W. C. BIRKNER,# 
Secretary. | 


i 


Notice 


The Lutheran Deaconess Association 
vites congregations of The Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod to nominate candidates for} 
the office of Assistant to the Executive Di- 
rector of the association. 


A candidate for this office should 
a sound theologian, a man of God who w 
manifest Christian character and _ purpo; 
have pastoral experience; be capable of sg 
pervising and delegating work, of mak 
decisions with good judgment; be able 
co-operate with others and actuate othe 
to co-ordinate the work. 


As Assistant to the Executive Director 
shall co-operate with the Executive Direct 
in the promotion of the program, includi 
the recruitment and training of student 
He shall also serve as general field and pu 
lic-relations representative. 


The Assistant to the Executive Directo 
shall represent the cause at various confe 
ences and conventions and further the wo: 
in parishes through sermons and _ lectur 
He shall promote the financial support 
the work. He shall assist and co-operate 
the future development of the program 
the association shall resolve. 


The Executive Committee, authorized 
the association, herewith issues the call f 
candidates. Names and qualifications of ca 
didates should be sent to the secretary 
the Board: Dr. Rosert V. ScHNABEL, 6902 
South Calhoun St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Pastors Changes of Address 


Beisel, Reuben C., 1320 E. Seventh, Win= 
field, Kans. 

Breuer, P. George, 144-12 89th Ave., Ja- 
maicaysosuNw Ye ' 

Buvinghausen, Victor, 248 Emory Lane, 
Port Arthur, Tex. 

Dobelstein, Ernest G., 4208 Martha Dr, 
Louisville 18, Ky. 

Fackler, John P., 5448 Yermo, Toledo 13, 
Ohio 

2713 Malibu Dr., 


Feiertag, 
Idaho 

Fritz, Rolland H., 1707 Lake Otis Rd., An 
chorage, Alaska 

Geiger, Carl H., R.1, Box 324, Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wis. 

Goetting, Paul F., Osborne House, Apt. 
G-2, North York Rd., Hatboro, Pa. 

Hartmann, Walter, Hoxie, Kans. 

Heine, Herman H., R.1, Treasure Island, 


Kendallville, Ind. 
6074 Highland Ave, 


John, Boise, 


Hentz, Robert D., 
South Charleston, W. Va. 

Hertwig, Frederick A., Jr., 201 E. High St, 
Edgerton, Wis. : 

Hethke, Elmer C., U.S. 112, R. 2, Brookly: 
Mich. 

Jagow, Frederick W., 304 N. Main St, 
Scottville, Mich. 


Rostows hy. Karl, 619 S. Fifth St., Moberl 
é "4 


Krueger, John A., 11 S. University St, 
Vermillion, S. Dak. 

Lutze, Karl E., Valparaiso University, Val: 
paraiso, Ind. 

Nauss, Allen H., R. 3, Columbia, Mo. 

Pallmeyer, Paul H., 10914 Three Court Dr. 
Affton 23, Mo. 

Platzer, Hans K., 167 Park Ave., Naugatuck 
Conn. 

Rook, Conrad A., em., 73 Summer, Battle 
Creek, Mich. 
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Scheidt, Arthur L., 3031 Lisch in- 
einnati Tanne ischer Ave., Cin 
chmiege, Erick H., 623 W. i 3 ipe- 
stone, apes Main St., Pipe 
schulz, Albert J., 16837 Ri S 

aa ei idge Ave., Holly 


Schwolert, Norman W., 2034 Third St. 
: Riverside, Calif. f 
eltz, obert C., 2435 Manch 

Rahor, Sey chester, Ann 
Wein, Edgar, R.4, Carlyle, Tl. 
Westendorf, John C., 710 S. 11th Ave., 


Yakima, Wash. 
Wetzel, Chaplain Oliver H., Center Chap- 
lain’s Office, Building 3, Room 115a, 
USNTC, Great Lakes, Ill. 
Wiese, Herbert L., 819 S. State St., Ken- 
dallville, Ind. 


Zacharias, Edward H.. R.1, Willshire, Ohio 
achers: 


Beikmann, Ralph, 713 E. Third, Apt-- 8, 
Ellensburg, Wash. 

Hintz, Robert F., 3201 W. Arizona Ave., 
Denver 19, Colo. 

Luke, Clarence, R.1, Box 211A, Roselle, Il. 

Piepenbrink, Willis, 817 Washington St., 
Grafton, Wis. 


Sandler, Richard W., 1598 Unionport Rd., 
Bronx 62, N. Y. 

Schaefer, Arthur H., 1401 E. 76th St., Chi- 
cago 19, Ill. 


Schimke, Harold A., 329 N. Colfax, West 
Point, Nebr. 


Schroeder, Noel, 343 Ulysses Blvd., Monte 
Vista, Colo. 

Watt, Everett H., 726 S. 10th St., Norfolk, 
Nebr. 


Wendling, Gordon D., 4506 Libbey Lane, 
Houston 18, Tex. 


Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject. print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


elegates, Report! 


When returning home from the San 
‘ancisco convention last June we dele- 
tes were all primed to “get the word 
rt,’ to personally discuss the synodical 
mvention, our Lord’s work, with our 
llow Lutherans throughout our circuits. 
was self-evident, and we were eager to 
Ip in this way to “declare God’s glory.” 
Now after about half a year’s time per- 
ips we should have reported to most of 
ir congregations. But have we? Hearing 
om other delegates and from our own 
perience, we fear that very little per- 
nal contact has been made between dele- 
tes and the people whom we were sup- 
sed to represent outside of our own 
meregations. 
There may be many reasons for this 
elect, but judging from the great con- 
rn and enthusiasm experienced especially 
nong lay delegates at San Francisco, it 
doubtful that almost all of us were not 
ally anxious to speak to everyone in our 
rcuit about “Synod’s cause, our united 
use.” If only all the members, the con- 
egations, yes, even the pastors in each 
our circuits would show the concern for 
ECLARING GOD’S GLORY in every 
ay at home and throughout Synod, which 
4s evident at San Francisco! Perhaps we 
legates should be more forward. But 
ter having declared ourselves available, 
> were not asked to report. , 

We hope that somehow our circuits 
ald be urged to promote more personal 
ntact between the delegates and the 
ople they represent, perhaps through a 
ecial circuit meeting shortly before the 
nodical convention for prayerfully dis- 
ssing synodical business, not for instruc- 
ig the delegate but to better inform him 
out the thinking of the people he repre- 
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sents. Surely this would increase interest. 
Perhaps definite arrangements could then 
already be made for the delegate’s appear- 
ance at each congregation as soon as pos- 
sible after the convention. 

I We are, of course, aware of the great 
job that all the publications, filmstrips, 
etc., are doing in the communication of 
Synod to its people, and we thank God 
for these and for all those responsible for 
them. 

We realize, of course, that we are to 
act as delegates until the next convention. 
To this end may our efforts help to stir 
up greater interest and activity among all 
our fellow workers in Christ, that we may 
all the more DECLARE HIS GLORY at 
home and throughout the world for the 
salvation of many more blood-bought 
souls. 


Colorado Springs, Colo. BEN NOLTE 


Back to Dark Ages? 


In the Pro and Con column of the Oct. 6 
WITNESS Rey. Arthur M. Weber asked, 
“How many of the voting delegates were 
qualified to pass on the Brief Statement or 
the Synodical Conference Statement on 
Scripture?” The implication is strong that 
not a few were unqualified and that 
decisions of this nature may properly be 
made only by those with qualifications be- 
yond those of the average person. 

I feel that this remark does an injus- 
tice to the members of Synod, particularly 
to those who attended the recent conven- 
tion as delegates. If I am not mistaken, 
one of the aims of Luther’s Reformation 
was to put the Bible into the hands of the 
common people in their language and to 
overthrow Rome’s doctrine that the com- 
mon man is not qualified to interpret the 
Scriptures. 

If we are to allow the idea that ordinary 
Christians are unqualified to read docu- 
ments and compare them with the Bible, 
as did the Jews in Berea (Acts 17:11), 
then not only should Luke not have re- 
corded the Bereans’ actions as an example, 
but we are plunging our church back into 
the Dark Ages before Luther, when the 
church’s pronouncements ruled the con- 
science of the people. 

’ Furthermore, if any of our laymen es- 
pecially lack the qualifications necessary 


to make wise decisions in these matters, 
this must be attributed directly to the 
failure of the clergy to teach their con- 
gregations how to “try the spirits” on the 
basis of Scripture. 

May the Lord preserve our church from 
any further spread of the idea that the 
ordinary Christian may not be trusted to 
make God-pleasing decisions in doctrinal 
matters and from theologians who are in- 
different to the task of teaching those who 
might be “unqualified” how they may as- 
certain the will of God. 


Highland, Ill. JOHN E. SPERLING 


Grateful for Emphasis 


We want to express our appreciation 
for the article on page 10 of the Sept. 8 
WITNESS, “God So Loved the Jew?” which 
displayed a love for the Jews and an in- 
sight into our witness to them. It warmed 
our hearts. 

By choice we live in a predominantly 
Jewish neighborhood. Our prayer is that 
we may offer an effective loving witness 
to our neighbors. We realize a strength- 
ening of our faith in the Lord Jesus even 
as we acknowledge our failures in present- 
ing Him. It has been our experience that 
as we continue to identify ourselves with 
Jews, our love deepens to the extent that 
we know sadness at the all-too-often lack 
of love for these people. Hence we are 
grateful for the emphasis (in your article) 
on friendship and love. 

Our hope is that the WITNEss will con- 
tinue to carry articles challenging its 
readers concerning God’s love for the Jews 
and that a love for them will develop 
throughout the Missouri Synod. 


Mr. AND Mrs. Davip P. NELSEN 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Why Omit Bible Class? 


Having attended adult Bible class for 
several years and finding it most interest- 
ing and informative, I wonder why so 
many of our churches omit the hour of 
Bible class on their outside church bulletin 
boards. 

On vacation trips we enjoy stopping at 
the various churches for worship, but we 
miss the hour of Bible class. 


Austin, Minn. HELEN N. SWAN 


STUDENTS OF SEMINARIO ConcorpiA, Porto Alegre, Brazil, march into chapel. The 
school, which enrolls 204, awarded diplomas on Dec. 13 to five ministerial and 


three teacher candidates. 
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Your 1960 


Lutheran Annual 
“yow available! 


The Lutheran Annual belongs in your home for 
quick answers to a hundred and one questions about 
your church, its personnel, institutions, and activities. 
Here are a few of the things you will find in the 1960 


edition: 


70 brief messages selected from Luther, 
other great men, books, and journals. Some 
of the themes include “Running for Your 
Life,” “God’s Little Saints,” “Is the Devil 
Afraid of You?” “Covering Up the Dirt,” 
“A Wagonload of Prayers,” and “Zigzag- 
ging Wears Out.” 


1960 Calendar Treatment, including the 
Epistle and Gospel lessons for each Sun- 
day, the main church festivals, and men- 
tion of historical events pertaining mainly 
to Lutheranism in America. 


Daily Bible Readings, each with a theme 
heading. 


Name, address, and telephone number of 
pastors, male teachers, and officers of the 
Synodical Conference. 


Location of all Lutheran churches of the 
Synodical Conference. 


Time of services and Sunday school. 


Location of Lutheran elementary schools 
and high schools. 


Location of staffs of charitable institutions 
and hospice homes. 


Statistics of the Missouri Synod, Lutheran 
church bodies, and other religious bodies 
in} thes Wins. 
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